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47.6% Complete — 190 Days to Go 

Helpful Resources 

Map of Assyrian Empire (p.111), Kings and Prophets (p.71), Overview of Bible History (p.37) 

 

Making Sense of It All 

 

 The Big Picture 

  

Two centuries have passed since the split of Israel; and for two weeks now, we’ve read about 

many kings on both sides who had forsaken God to worship the deities of other countries. 

Every immorality that accompanies idolatry had invaded their borders. While both nations 

were guilty of apostasy, Judah had a few notable leaders (Asa and Jehoshaphat to name a 

couple) who attempted to please God. Israel, on the other hand, had no one who did right in 

the sight of the Lord. All of its monarchs consistently invited and even initiated evil; conse-

quently, God began to hasten Israel’s destruction. Judah and Israel were on the run from God 

and on the run to certain disaster. Let’s consider, then, some truths about judgment: 

 

1. While God is slow to anger, He still gets angry. While His patience is abundant, He 

must punish sin; His holy nature demands it. The Spirit of God will not strive with man for-

ever (Genesis 6:3); sometimes he forces God’s hand. All people and nations are account-

able to God. Everyone must answer to His standards; no one is exempt (Amos 1). 

 

2. Before God judges, He warns. It is a common misconception that God is heartless, that 

He is always ready to pounce on people for their sins; yet, a thorough investigation of 

Scripture reveals the opposite. God is not quick to judge but rather quick to show mercy. 

If we were to look at every instance of God’s judgment, we would find that He had given 

fair warning (i.e. Moses to Pharaoh, Jonah to Nineveh, 3:10; Amos 3:7). God cares about 

people, and He’s most often looking for an excuse not to hurt them. He doesn’t randomly 

dish out judgment; He takes no pleasure in the death of the wicked (Ezekiel 18:23, 32). 

    

3. When people repent of their sins, God relents of His wrath. God hates sin, but He 

loves to forgive. God relented of the calamity He would bring upon the Ninevites. God does 

change His mind. It is repeated throughout Scripture (1 Kings 21:27-29; Ex. 32:14; Ps. 

106:40-46). Doesn’t this contradict the fact that God does not change? No, God’s nature is 

consistent with the actions of men. If men sin, He judges. If men repent, He forgives. It’s 

like water, which can be ice, liquid, or steam; it may change with the temperature, but it’s 

still H20. We should be glad that God changes His mind; He is merciful! 

 

Israel’s sin snowballed with each king. The people rejected and ignored God; and, since they 

did not repent, He did not relent, but rather He slowly began to dismantle them. Bit by bit God 

tore Israel apart; it was as if He were unraveling them layer after layer. The end was near. 
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 •  Personal Application 

 

Wedged in our week was the book of Jonah, the little book with the big message. While we 

don’t have time to unpack all of his story, we can recognize its symbolism. The story of Jo-

nah is the story of Israel; what Jonah experienced in his life, Israel experienced as a nation.  

 

1. Being disobedient results in being disciplined. Any time we buck God’s will, we are 

only asking for trouble. In the end, God’s will doesn’t change; ours does. 

 

2. Running from God only leads to dead ends. Living apart from Him only leads to mis-

ery. Both Jonah and Israel end up in a no-win situation. If we run from God, we will find 

ourselves in a position with no way out except Him. 

 

3. Anytime that we feel distant from God, it is because we have moved, not Him. 

God is faithful and will never forsake us. If the Lord does not seem near to us, then we 

have fallen away from Him. We must be persistent to maintain intimacy with God. 

 

4. God loves us so much that He pursues us. While we may run, we can’t hide from 

God. He desires a relationship with us; to see us rejecting or neglecting Him grieves Him 

deeply. Thus, He will do whatever it takes to open our eyes to our foolish choices. 

 

5. Sometimes God will let you fall so that you will choose to stand with Him. The 

best lessons we learn are through experience. Life has a paddle for every behind, mean-

ing what God or others cannot get through to us, the consequences of our choices will. 

 

6. God is always ready to receive us and forgive us. Though we often choose the 

wrong path, God is gracious enough to let us try again. For Israel, walking His way was 

never an option and the people paid a high price — their liberty and lives. 

 

 •  Prophetic Passages 

 

1. Amos in Israel (Amos 4:1, 2;5:5, 16, 17, 21-27; 6:8, 14; 7:16, 17; 8:2, 3; 9:1-10):  

 Through Amos, God provides several snapshots of what Israel’s downfall will look like. 

2. Isaiah on Israel (Isaiah 6:9-13; 7:7-9, 17-25): God names the time and tool of Israel’s 

judgment — within 65 years it will be devoured by the awful Assyrians. 

3. Assyria’s Judgment (Isaiah 10:12-19, 33, 34): God is the judge of all nations, and af-

ter He raises up Assyria to judge Israel, He will bring them down by the hands of others. 

4. Jesus (Isaiah 7:14-16; 9:1-7; 11:1-5, 10): God will use Isaiah to prophesy a great 

many things about the coming Messiah. 

 

 •  Picture of Christ 

Jonah in the Fish (1:17; Matthew 12:40): Jonah in the fish, Jesus in the grave. 

 

The Bottom Line 

Running from God only leads to dead ends; disobedience to God leads to being disciplined by God. 

 

Questions to Consider 

   

1. Have you ever been on the run from God? What “fish” did He send to bring you back? 

2. As Jonahs today, what people groups are we most afraid to speak to God about? Why? 
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