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The Tale of the Tree of Life 

To wrap up our study of the Bible, it would 

be fitting to see what happened to the 

Tree of Life that was left in Eden. Remem-

ber, when Adam and Eve rebelled against 

God and ate of the Tree of Knowledge of 

Good and Evil, God was concerned that 

they might eat of the Tree of Life, so He 

banished them from the Garden and pro-

tected Eden with angels (Genesis 3:22-

24). The question is whatever happened 

to the Tree of Life? Did Adam’s descen-

dants ever get to eat from it? 

 

That Tree of Life represented the solution 

to man’s problem with sin. He could have 

overcome its penalty, physical and spiri-

tual death, had he been able to eat of the 

fruit of that Tree, but God prevented him 

from doing so. Or did He? Is it possible 

that God allowed that Tree to be given to 

men, just in a different way? Yes, the Tree 

of Life was uprooted from the Garden and 

inserted into history in another form, the 

form of a man, the Chosen Seed, the Mes-

siah (Gen. 3:15). 

 

It is interesting to note the 

symbolism in the Old Testament 

regarding God’s chosen nation. 

After He revealed to Abraham 

that He would make him a great 

nation and that through him the 

nations of the earth would be blessed 

(Gen. 22:18), it was only a matter of time 

before that nation would produce the 

Chosen Seed or long-expected Mes-

siah. How fitting then, that 

God described His chosen 

nation in terms of a seed, 

a plant, or a tree. 

The Big Picture 

Now that we have finished the entire Bible, 

it would be good to look back at it from a 

summary view. What was the storyline, the 

big picture? Jesus answered this question 

with some disciples on the road to Emmaus 

(Luke 24:25-27). “Beginning with Moses and 

the Prophets, He explained to them the 

things concerning Himself in all the Scrip-

tures.” Later, at His ascension, He said, “All 

things which are written about Me in the 

Law of Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms 

must be fulfilled” (v. 44, 45). The big pic-

ture of the Bible is quite simple — it’s all 

about Jesus. He is the storyline of Scrip-

ture (John 5:39-46). From beginning to 

end, the Bible is about Christ. 

 

Okay, let’s step a little closer to the big pic-

ture and identify sections of the portrait. 

There are four — Creation, the Fall, Re-

demption, and Restoration. At creation, 

mankind was fashioned by God into His own 

likeness, the image of Christ (Genesis 1, 2). 

At the Fall, man marred that image with our 

sin (Genesis 3). The largest part of the 

Bible was the unfolding of God’s 

plan to redeem us from the Fall 

(Genesis 4 to John 21). Fi-

nally, though He is in the 

process of re-conforming us to 

His image, in the end, God will 

fully restore His image in us (Acts 

1 to Revelation 22). Furthermore, 

the glory of God that was once on earth 

at creation will be reestablished on 

earth at the end of the story.  

 

But hold on, there is one more 

storyline I’d like to cover. 

 

267 



“You will bring them and plant them in 

the mountain of Your inheritance, the 

place which You have made for Your 

dwelling, O Lord, which Your hands 

have established.” Exodus 15:17 

  

“I will appoint a place for My people  

Israel and will plant them...”  

2 Samuel 7:10 

 

“You removed a vine from Egypt; You 

drove out the nations and planted it.” 

Psalm 80:8 

  

However, after the Seed was planted as a 

nation in Canaan and it grew into a tree 

and filled the land, it rebelled against God 

and was chopped down.  

 

Then, I said, “Lord, how long [will your 

judgment last]?” He answered, “Until 

cities are devastated and without in-

habitant, houses are without people 

and the land is utterly desolate. The 

Lord has removed men far away, and 

the forsaken places are many in the 

land. Yet there will be a tenth portion in 

it, and it will again be subject to burn-

ing, like a terebinth or an oak whose 

stump remains when it is felled. The 

holy seed is its stump.” Isaiah 6:11-13 

 

Notice that the tree was not uprooted. It 

(the nation of Israel) was severely judged 

but the stump was left in the ground. Why, 

because of the promise of the Seed. He 

had to come from that nation, so that na-

tion could not be completely destroyed. 

 

What happened to that stump? A new 

shoot sprouted, from the stem of Jesse 

(Nazareth is the word for “shoot”). Here 

we have a prophecy of Jesus’ connection to 

Jesse and David. 

“Then a shoot will spring from the stem 

of Jesse, and a branch from his roots 

will bear fruit.” Isaiah 11:1 

 

“For He grew up before Him like a ten-

der shoot, and like a root out of 

parched ground...”  Isaiah 53:1, 2 

 

Jesus is the Tree of Life in human form! 

Remember how He described Himself while 

He was here. “I am the true vine, and you 

are the branches” (John 15:1, 5).  

 

Jesus is the Tree of Life who came to earth. 

If we believe in Him, we too have life and 

bear His fruit in our lives. Remember how 

Paul described our participation in the Tree 

of Life (Romans 11). We have been grafted 

onto the tree, saved by grace.  

 

The Tree of Life became a man (Jesus), 

who died on a tree (cross) to give us life! 

We will get to see the Tree of Life in 

heaven and it will be our Savior. 

 

“He who has an ear, let him hear what 

the Spirit says to the churches. ‘To him 

who overcomes, I will grant to eat of 

the Tree of Life which is in the Para-

dise of God.’” Revelation 2:7 

 

“Blessed are those who wash their 

robes, so that they may have the right 

to the Tree of Life, and may enter by 

the gates into the city.”  

Revelation 22:14 

 

In the same passage (22:12-21), Jesus re-

ferred to Himself as the “Alpha and the 

Omega, the Beginning and the End.” The 

Bible begins and ends with Jesus — the 

Tree of Life! Praise God who saw fit to al-

low fallen man to eat of the Tree of Life — 

Jesus Christ — and live forever! 
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