
“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are  

created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with 

certain inalienable rights, that among these are life, liberty, 

and the pursuit of happiness, that to secure these rights,  

governments are instituted among men, deriving their just 

powers from the consent of the governed...”  
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THE HISTORY OF  

PLYMOUTH PLANTATION 
 

William Bradford, 1647 

 

Changed by the Gospel 

I must begin at the very root, the which I shall endeavor to 

manifest in a plain style, with singular regard unto the sim-

ple truth in all things, at least as near as my slender judg-

ment can attain. 

 

When as by the travel and diligence of some godly and zeal-
ous preachers, and God’s blessings on their labors, many 

became enlightened by the Word of God and had their igno-

rance and sins discovered unto them and began by His grace 

to reform their lives and make conscience of their ways, the 

work of God was no sooner manifest in them but presently 

they were both scoffed and scorned by the profane multi-
tude. Their affliction was not small, which they 

bore sundry years with much patience.  

 

They shook off the yoke of anti-Christian 

bondage and, as the Lord’s free people, joined 

themselves by a covenant into a church estate, 

in the fellowship of the Gospel, to walk in all 
His ways, according to their best endeavors, 

whatsoever it should cost them, the Lord as-

sisting them. And that it cost them something, 

this ensuing history will declare. 

 

From England to Holland 

To go into a country they knew not, where they 
must learn a new language and get their livings they knew 

not how, it was by many thought an adventure almost des-

perate, a case intolerable, a misery worse than death. But, 

these things did not dismay them, for their desires were set 

on the ways of God, and they rested on His providence, and 

they knew whom they had believed.  But, the ports and ha-
vens were shut against them, so as they were to seek secret 

means of conveyance and to bribe and fee the mariners and 

give extraordinary rates for passages. Yet, they were often-

times betrayed and both they and their goods intercepted 

and surprised and, thereby, put to great trouble and charge. 

 

Yet, I may not omit the fruit that came hereby, for by these 
public troubles, in so many places, their cause became fa-

mous and occasioned many to look into the same. Their 

godly carriage and Christian behavior was such as left a deep 

impression in the minds of many. Though some few shrunk 

at these first conflicts and sharp beginnings, yet many more 

came on with fresh courage and greatly animated others. In 
the end, withstanding all the storms of opposition, they all 

got over at length, some at one time and some at another, 

and met together again, with no small rejoicing. 

 

Trouble in Holland 

Being thus settled, after many difficulties, they continued 

many years in a comfortable condition, enjoying such sweet 
and delightful society and spiritual comfort together in the 

ways of God, under the able ministry and prudent govern-

ment of Pastor John Robinson and Elder William Brew-

ster. If, any time, any differences arose or offenses broke 
out, they were so well-composed as still love, peace, and 

communion was continued among them.  

 

Though our congregation saw fair and beautiful cities, 

flowing with abundance of all sorts of riches, it was not 

long before they saw the grim and grisly face of poverty 
coming upon them like an armed man, with whom they 

must buckle and from whom they could not fly. But, they 

were armed with faith and patience against him, and all 

his encounters, and, though they were sometimes foiled, 

yet by God’s assistance, they prevailed and got the victory. 

 

The Dutch would trust them in any reasonable matters 
when they wanted money, because they had found by ex-

perience how careful they were to keep their word and 

they saw them so painful and diligent in their callings; 

they would strive to employ them above others in their 

work, because of their honesty and diligence. 

 

Our prudent governors with sundry of the sagest mem-
bers began both deeply to apprehend their present 

dangers and wisely to foresee the future and to 

think of a timely remedy. First, they saw and found 

by experience the hardness of this place. They 

saw that though the people generally bore all 

these difficulties very cheerfully and with a reso-
lute courage, old age began to steal on many of 

them. Thirdly, as necessity was a taskmaster 

over them, they were forced to be such not 

only to their servants but, in a sort, to their 

children. Also, many of their children, by 

the great licentiousness of the youth in that 

country and the manifold temptations in that place, were 
drawn away by evil examples into extravagant and dan-

gerous courses, taking the reins off of their necks and de-

parting from their parents, tending to dissolutions and the 

danger of their souls, to the great grief of their parents and 

dishonor to God. They saw their posterity would be in 

danger to degenerate and be corrupted. 
 

Removal to America 

A great hope and inward zeal they had of laying some 

good foundation for the propagating and advancing of the 

Gospel of the Kingdom of Christ in the remotest parts of 

the world, yea, though they should even as stepping 

stones unto others for the performing of so great a work. 
These and some other reasons moved them to undertake a 

resolution for their removal. The place they had thoughts 

on was some of those vast and un-peopled countries of 

America, which are fruitful and fit for habitation, being 

devoid of all civil inhabitants. 

 

This proposition being made public, it raised many vari-
able opinions and cause many fears and doubts among 

them. It was answered that all great and honorable actions 

are accompanied with great difficulties and must be both 

enterprised and overcome with answerable courages. It 

was granted that the dangers were great, but not desper-

ate, the difficulties were many, but not invincible. Though 



There was a proud and very profane young man, one of the 

seamen, of a lusty, able body, which made him the more 

haughty; he would always be condemning the poor people in 
their sickness and cursing them daily with grievous execra-

tions and did not let to tell them that he hoped to cast half of 

them overboard before they came to their journey's end, and 

to make merry with what they had; and if he were by any 

gently reproved, he would curse and swear most bitterly. 

But, it pleased God before they came half seas over, to smite 
this young man with a grievous disease, of which he died in a 

desperate manner, and so was himself the first that was 

thrown overboard. Thus his curses light on his own head, 

and it was an astonishment to all his fellows for they noted it 

to be the just hand of God upon him. 

 

After they had enjoyed fair winds and weather for a season, 
they were encountered many times with cross winds and 

met with many fierce storms with which the ship was 

shrewdly shaken, and her upper works made very leaky; and 

one of the main beams in the mid-ship was bowed and 

cracked, which put them in some fear that the ship was not 

able to perform the voyage. So some of the chiefs of the com-

pany, perceiving the mariners to fear the sufficiency of the 
ship, as appeared by their mutterings, they en-

tered into serious consultation with the mas-

ter and other officers of the ship, to consider 

in time of the danger, and rather to return 

than to cast themselves into a desperate 

and inevitable peril. Truly there was 
great distraction and difference of 

opinion amongst the mariners 

themselves; fain could they do 

what could be done for their 

wages' sake, now being half the 

seas over, and on the other hand 

they were loathe to hazard their 
lives too desperately.  

 

But, in examining all opinions, the master 

and others affirmed they knew the ship to be strong and firm 

under water; and for the buckling of the main beam, there 

was a great iron screw the passengers brought out of Hol-
land, which would raise the beam into its place; the which 

being done, the carpenter and master affirmed that with a 

post put under it, set firm in the lower deck and other-ways 

bound, he would make it sufficient. As for the decks and up-

per works, they would not long keep staunch, yet there 

would otherwise be no great danger, if they did not over-

press her with sails. So they committed themselves to the 
will of God and resolved to proceed. 

 

But, to omit other things, that I may be brief, after long beat-

ing at sea they fell with that land which is called Cape Cod; 

the which being made and certainly known to be it, they 

were not a little joyful. After some deliberation had amongst 

themselves and with the master of the ship, they tacked 
about and resolved to stand for the southward to find some 

place about Hudson's River for their habitation. After they 

had sailed that course about half the day, they were among 

dangerous shoals and roaring breakers, and they were so far 

entangled therewith as they conceived themselves in great 

danger; and the wind shrinking upon them with all they re-

there were many of them likely, by providential care and 

the use of good means they might in great measure be pre-

vented, and all of them, through the help of God and by 
fortitude and patience, might be borne or overcome.  

 

But their condition was not ordinary; their ends were 

good and honorable. Their calling was lawful and urgent 

and, therefore, they might expect a blessing from God in 

their proceeding. After many other particular things an-
swered and alleged on both sides, it was fully concluded 

by the major part to put this design into execution and to 

prosecute it by the best means they could. 

 

First, after their humble prayers unto God for His direc-

tion and assistance, and a general conference held here 

about, they consulted what particular place to pitch upon 
and prepare for. At length, the conclusion was to live as a 

distinct body by themselves, under the general govern-

ment of Virginia. 

 

[Here is a copy of the letter sent to the Virginia Company. 

It had five statements.] 

 
[1] We believe and trust that the Lord is with 

us; we believe that he will bless our en-

deavors according to the simplicity of 

our hearts. 

 

[2] We are well weaned from the milk 
of our mother country and are famil-

iar with the difficulties of a strange and 

hard land. 

 

[3] Our people are industrious and 

frugal. 

 
[4] We are knit together as a 

body in a strict and sacred bond 

and covenant with the Lord, and 

we do hold ourselves tied to all care of each other’s good. 

 

[5] Lastly, it is not with us as with other men, whom small 
things can discourage or small discontentments cause to 

wish themselves home again. 

 

At length, after much travel and debates, all things were 

got ready and provided. A small ship (the Speedwell) was 

bought and fitted in Holland, which was intended to trans-

port them. Another ship was hired in London (the May-
flower). Being ready to depart, they had a day of humilia-

tion, and their pastor, taking his text from Ezra 8:21, pro-

claimed a fast, that we might humble ourselves before our 

God and seek of Him a right way for us, for our children, 

and for our substance. Which, being done, they set sail. 

 

Voyage to America 
The troubles, caused by the unseaworthiness of their ship 

(Speedwell), being blown over, and now being all compact 

together in one ship (Mayflower), which was some en-

couragement unto them; yet, according to the usual man-

ner, many were afflicted with seasickness. And I may not 

omit here a special work of God's providence.  



solved to bear up again for the Cape and thought themselves 

happy to get out of those dangers before night overtook 

them, as by God's good providence they did.  
 

The next day they got into the Cape Harbor where they rid in 

safety. Being thus arrived in a good harbor and brought safe 

to land, they fell upon their knees and blessed the God of 

heaven who had brought them over the vast and furious 

ocean and delivered them from all the perils and miseries 
thereof, again to set their feet on the firm and stable earth, 

their proper element. 

 

Here I cannot but stay and make a pause and stand half 

amazed at this poor people's present condition; and so I 

think will the reader, too, when he well considers the same. 

Being thus past the vast ocean, and a sea of troubles before 
in their preparation, they had now no friends to welcome 

them nor inns to entertain or refresh their weather-beaten 

bodies; no houses or much less towns to repair to, to seek for 

succor. It is recorded in Scripture as a mercy to the Apostle 

and his shipwrecked company, that the barbarians, when 

they met with them were readier to fill their sides 

full of arrows than otherwise. For the sea-
son it was winter, and they that know 

the winters of that country know them 

to be sharp and violent, subject to 

cruel and fierce storms, dangerous 

to travel to known places, much 

more to search an unknown 
coast. Besides, what could they 

see but a hideous and desolate 

wilderness, full of wild beasts and 

wild men — and what multitudes 

there might be of them they knew 

not.  Neither could they, as it were, go 

up to the top of Pisgah to view from the 
wilderness a more goodly country to feed 

their hopes; for which way they turned their eyes 

(save upward to the heavens) they could have little solace or 

content in respect of any outward objects. For summer being 

done, all things stand upon them with a weather-beaten face, 

and the whole country, full of woods and thickets, repre-
sented a wild and savage hue. If they looked behind them, 

there was a mighty ocean which they had passed and was 

now as a main bar and gulf to separate them from all the civil 

parts of the world. 

 

For there they should be liable to famine, nakedness, and 

want in all manner of things. The change of air, diet, and 
drinking water would affect their bodies with sore sickness 

and grievous diseases. Those which should escape or over-

come these difficulties would be in continual danger of sav-

age people, who are cruel, barbarous, and most treacherous.  

 

What could now sustain them but the Spirit of God and His 

grace? May not and ought not the children of these fathers 
rightly say: "Our fathers were Englishmen which came over 

this great ocean, and were ready to perish in this wilderness; 

but they cried unto the Lord and He heard their voice and 

looked on their adversity. Let them therefore praise the 

Lord, because He is good, and His mercies endure forever.” 

 

Self-Government 

I shall note a combination made by them before they came 

ashore, being the first foundation of their government in 
this place, occasioned partly by the discontented and mu-

tinous speeches that some of the strangers among them 

had let fall from them in the ship — that when they came 

to shore they would use their liberty, for none had power 

to command them, the patent being for Virginia and not 

for New England (Cape Cod was in Massachusetts). Thus, 
the form (called the Mayflower Compact) was as follows: 

 

“In the name of God, Amen. We whose names are un-

derwritten, the loyal subjects of our dread sovereign 

Lord, King James, by the grace of God, of Great Britain, 

France, and Ireland king, defender of the faith, etc., 

having undertaken, for the glory of God, and advance-
ment of the Christian faith, and honor of our king and 

country, a voyage to plant the first colony in the 

Northern parts of Virginia, do by these present sol-

emnly and mutually in the presence of God and one 

another, covenant and combine ourselves together 

into a civil body politic, for our better 

ordering and preservation and fur-
therance of the ends aforesaid; 

and by virtue hereof to enact, 

constitute, and frame such just 

and equal laws, ordinances, 

acts, constitutions, and offices, 

from time to time, as shall be 
thought most meet and con-

venient for the general good of 

the Colony, unto which we 

promise all due submission 

and obedience. In witness 

whereof, we have hereunder 

subscribed our names at Cape 
Cod, Ano:Dom, 1620.” 

 

After this, they chose or rather confirmed Mr. John Carver, 

a man godly and well-approved among them, their Gover-

nor for that year. After they had provided a place for their 

goods, they begun small cottages for their habitation, and 
they met and consulted of laws and orders as necessity of 

their condition did require. 

 

First Winter 

That which was sad and lamentable was that in two or 

three months time, half of their company died, being in the 

depth of winter and wanting houses and other comforts, 
being infected with the scurvy and other diseases, which 

the long voyage and their inhospitable condition had 

brought upon them, so as there died sometimes two or 

three a day; in the said time, that of one hundred and odd 

persons, scarce fifty remained.  

 

There was but six or seven sound persons who, to their 
great commendation be it spoken, spared of their own 

health, fetched them wood, made them fires, clothed and 

unclothed them, in a word, did all the homely and neces-

sary offices for them which dainty and queasy stomachs 

cannot endure to hear named, and all this willingly and 

cheerfully, without any grudging in the least, showing 



therein their true love for their friends and brethren. Two of 

these were Mr. William Brewster, the reverend Elder, and 

Miles Standish, their Captain and military commander, unto 
whom myself and many others were much beholding in our 

low and sick condition. Yet the Lord so upheld these persons, 

in this general calamity, as they were not at all infected 

wither with sickness or lameness. 

 

Indian Relations 
All this while, the Indians came skulking about them, and 

would sometimes show themselves aloof, but when any ap-

proached near them, they would run away. Once they stole 

away their tools where they had been at work and were gone 

to dinner. But in March, a certain Indian came boldly among 

them and spoke to them in broken English, which they could 

well understand and marveled at it. He became profitable to 
them in acquainting them with many things concerning the 

state of the country. His name was Samoset, and he told 

them also of another Indian whose name was Squanto, a na-

tive of this place, who had been in England and could speak 

better English than himself. After some time of entertain-

ment and gifts, dismissed, a while after he came again with 

five more with him, and they brought all the tools that 
were stolen away before and made way for the 

coming of their great Sachem (Chief) called Mas-

sasoit, who came about four or five days later 

with the aforesaid Squanto, with whom, after 

friendly entertainment and some gifts given 

to him, they made a peace with him, which 
hath now continued this 24 years. 

 

The spring now approaching, it pleased God 

that the mortality began to cease among them, 

and the sick and lame recovered apace, 

which put as it were new life into them, 

though they had borne their sad affliction 
with much patience and contentedness, 

as I think any people could do. As many as 

were able began to plant the corn, in 

which service Squanto stood them in great 

stead, showing them both the manner how 

to set it and after how to dress and tend it. 
 

Attempt at Communism 

The experience that was had in our common course and con-

dition (communism), tried sundry years, and that amongst 

godly and sober men, may well prove the vanity of that con-

ceit of Plato and other ancients, that the taking away of prop-

erty and bringing the community into a common wealth 
would make them happy and flourishing, as if they were 

wiser than God. This community was found to breed much 

confusion and discontent and retard much employment.  

 

For the young men that were most able and fit for labor did 

repine that they should spend their time and strength to 

work for other men’s wives and children, without any rec-
ompense. The strong had no more in food and clothes than 

he that was weak and not able to do what others could. This 

was thought an injustice. The aged and greater men to be 

ranked and equalized in labors with the meaner and young 

sort, thought it some indignity and disrespect unto them, and 

for men’s wives to be commanded to serve other men, as 

dressing their meat, washing their clothes, etc., they 

deemed it a kind of slavery. Let none object that this is 

man’s corruption. Seeing all men have this corruption in 
them, God, in His wisdom, saw another course fitter for 

them. 

 

All this while, no supply was heard of, neither knew they 

when they might expect any. So they began to think how 

they might raise as much corn as they could and obtain a 
better crop than they had done, that they might not still  

languish in misery. At length, after much debate of things, 

the Governor gave way that they should set corn every 

man for his own particular, and in that regard trust to 

themselves. So I assigned to every family a parcel of land, 

according to the proportion of their number for that end 

and arranged all boys and youth under some family. This 
had very good success, for it made all hands very industri-

ous, so as much more corn was planted than otherwise 

would have been and saved the Governor a great deal of 

trouble and gave far better content. The women now went 

willing into the field and took their little ones with them to 

set corn, which before would allege weakness and inabil-

ity, who if compelled would have thought it great 
tyranny and oppression. 

 

By the time harvest was come, instead of fam-

ine, now God gave them plenty, and the face of 

things was changed, to the rejoicing of the 

hearts of many, for which they blessed God. 
The effect of their particular planting was well 

seen, for all had, pretty well to bring the year 

about, and some of the more abler sort and 

more industrious had to spare and sell to 

others, so as any general want or famine 

hath not been among them since. 

 
A Day of Thanksgiving 

Notwithstanding all their great pains 

and industry and the great hopes of a 

large crop, the Lord seemed to blast and 

take away the same and to threaten a 

sore famine among them, a great 
drought, which continued many weeks without any rain 

and with great heat, insomuch as the corn began to wither 

away. Upon which they set apart a solemn day of humilia-

tion, to seek the Lord by humble and fervent prayer in this 

great distress; and, He was pleased to give them a gracious 

and speedy answer, both to their own and the Indians’ 

admiration.  
 

For all the morning and the greatest part of the day, it was 

clear weather and very hot, with not a cloud or any sign of 

rain to be seen, yet toward evening it began to be overcast 

and, shortly after, to rain, with such sweet and gentle 

showers as gave them cause for rejoicing and blessing 

God. It came without either wind or thunder or any vio-
lence and by degrees in abundance, as the earth was thor-

oughly wet and soaked therewith, which did so apparently 

revive and quicken the decayed corn and other fruits and 

made the Indians astonished to behold. Afterwards, the 

Lord sent such seasonable showers which caused a fruitful 

harvest, for which they set apart a day of thanksgiving. 

William Bradford 



A MODEL OF  

CHRISTIAN CHARITY 
 

Puritan Governor John Winthrop, 1630 

 

A Divine Commission 

When God gives a special commission, He looks to have it 

strictly observed in every article. When He gave Saul a 

commission to destroy Amalek, He indented with him 

upon certain articles, and because he failed in one of the 

least, and that upon a fair pretense, it lost him the king-

dom, which should have been his reward, if he had ob-
served his commission.  

 

Thus stands the cause between God and us. We are en-

tered into covenant with Him for this work. We have taken 

out a commission. The Lord hath given us leave to draw 

our own articles. We have hereupon besought Him of 
favor and blessing. Now, if the Lord shall please to 

hear us, and bring us in peace to the place we 

desire, then hath He ratified this covenant and 

sealed our commission, and will expect a 

strict performance of the articles contained 

in it; but, if we shall neglect the observation 

of these articles, and, dissembling with our 
God, shall fall to embrace this present 

world and prosecute our carnal inten-

tions, seeking great things for ourselves 

and our posterity, the Lord will surely 

break out in wrath against us, and be 

revenged of such a people, and 

make us know the price of the 
breach of such a covenant.  

 

Unity Is a Necessity 

Now the only way to avoid this ship-

wreck, and to provide for our poster-

ity, is to follow the counsel of Micah — to 
do justly, to love mercy, to walk humbly with our 

God. For this end, we must be knit together, in this work, 

as one man. We must entertain each other in brotherly 

affection. We must be willing to abridge ourselves of our 

superfluities, for the supply of others’ necessities. We 

must uphold a familiar commerce together in all meek-

ness, gentleness, patience and liberality. We must delight 
in each other, make others’ conditions our own, rejoice 

together, mourn together, labor and suffer together, al-

ways having before our eyes our commission and commu-

nity in the work, as members of the same body. So shall we 

keep the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace.  

 
Principles of Charity 

God Almighty, in His most holy and wise providence, hath 

so disposed of the condition of mankind, as in all times 

some must be rich, some poor, some high and eminent in 

power and dignity, others mean and in submission. The 

reason hereof is, first, to hold conformity with the rest of 

His world, being delighted to show forth the glory of His 
wisdom in the variety and difference of the creatures; sec-

ondly, that He might have the more occasion to manifest 

the work of His Spirit; thirdly, that every man might have 

need of others, and from hence they might be all knit more 
nearly together in the bonds of brotherly affection.  

 

There are two rules whereby we are to walk one towards 

another — justice and mercy — that he perform this out 

of the same affection according to the words of our Savior, 

whatsoever you would that men should do to you. What 
rule shall a man observe in giving in respect of this meas-

ure? If the time and occasion be ordinary, he is to give out 

of his abundance. A man must lay up for posterity, for he is 

worse than an infidel that provides not for his own. But, 

let him lay aside as God hath blessed him. When there is 

no other means whereby our Christian brother may be 

relieved in his distress, we must help him beyond our abil-
ity. This duty of mercy is exercised in giving, lending, and 

forgiving of a debt.  

 

A City on a Hill 

The Lord will be our God and delight to dwell among 

us, as His own people, and will command a blessing 

upon us in all our ways, so that we shall see much 
more of His wisdom, power, goodness and truth, 

than formerly we have been acquainted with. We 

shall find that the God of Israel is among us. He 

shall make us a praise and glory that men shall 

say of succeeding plantations, “may the Lord 

make it like that of New England.” For we 
must consider that we shall be as a city upon 

a hill. The eyes of all people are upon us, so 

that if we shall deal falsely with our God in 

this work we have undertaken, and so 

cause Him to withdraw His present 

help from us, we shall be made a 

story and a by-word through the 
world. We shall open the mouths 

of enemies to speak evil of the 

ways of God and all professors 

for God’s sake. We shall shame the 

faces of many and cause their prayers 

to be turned into curses upon us until we be 
consumed out of the good land whither we are going.  

 

Let Us Choose Life 

To shut this discourse with that exhortation of Moses, that 

faithful servant of the Lord, in his last farewell to Israel. 

“Beloved, there is now set before us life and death, good 

and evil,” in that we are commanded this day to love the 
Lord our God, and to love one another, to walk in his ways 

and to keep his commandments and his ordinances and 

his laws, and the articles of our Covenant with Him, that 

we may live and be multiplied, and that the Lord our God 

may bless us in the land whither we go to possess it. But, if 

our hearts shall turn away, so that we will not obey, but 

shall be seduced, and worship other Gods, our pleasure 
and profits, and serve them, it is propounded unto us this 

day, we shall surely perish out of the good land whither 

we pass over this vast sea to possess. Therefore, let us 

choose life, that we and our seed may live, by obeying His 

voice and cleaving to Him, for He is our life and our pros-

perity. 



THE RIGHTS OF  

THE COLONISTS 
 

Samuel Adams, 1772 

 

Natural Rights as Men 

Among our natural rights are these: a right to life, to lib-

erty, and to property, together with the right to support 

and defend them in the best manner we can. These are 

evident branches of the duty of self-preservation, com-

monly called the first Law of Nature.  

 
As neither reason requires nor religion permits the con-

trary, every man living in or out of a state of civil society 

has a right peaceably and quietly to worship God accord-

ing to the dictates of his conscience.  

 

Just and true liberty, equal and impartial liberty, in 
matters spiritual and temporal, is a thing that all 

men are clearly entitled to by the eternal and 

immutable laws of God and nature, as well as 

by the law of nations and all well-grounded 

municipal laws, which must have their foun-

dation in the former.  

 
The natural liberty of man, by entering 

into society, is abridged or restrained, so 

far only as is necessary for the great end of 

society, the best good of the whole.  

 

In the state of nature every man is, under 

God, judge and sole judge of his own 
rights and of the injuries done him. 

By entering into society, he agrees to 

an arbiter or indifferent judge be-

tween him and his neighbors. He must 

pay the referees for time and trouble. 

He should also be willing to pay his just 
quota for the support of government, the 

law, and the constitution; the end of 

which is to furnish indifferent and impar-

tial judges in all cases that may happen, whether 

civil, ecclesiastical, marine, or military.  

 

The natural liberty of man is to be free from any superior 
power on earth, not to be under the will or legislative au-

thority of man, but to have the law of nature for his rule.  

 

In the state of nature men may, as the patriarchs did, em-

ploy hired servants for the defense of their lives, liberties, 

and property; and they should pay them reasonable 
wages. Government was instituted for the purposes of 

common defense, and those who hold the reins of govern-

ment have an equitable, natural right to an honorable sup-

port from the same principle that “ the laborer is worthy 

of his hire.” But then the same community which they 

serve ought to be the assessors of their pay. Governors 

have no right to seek and take what they please; by this, 
instead of being content with the station assigned them, 

that of honorable servants of the society, they would soon 

become absolute masters, despots, and tyrants.  

 
In short, it is the greatest absurdity to suppose it in the 

power of one, or any number of men, at the entering into 

society, to renounce their essential natural rights, or the 

means of preserving those rights; when the grand end of 

civil government, from the very nature of its institution, is 

for the support, protection, and defense of those very 
rights. The right to freedom, being the gift of God Al-

mighty, it is not in the power of man to alienate this gift 

and voluntarily become a slave.  

 

Rights as Christians 

These may be best understood by reading and carefully 

studying the institutes of the great Law Giver and Head of 
the Christian Church, which are to be found clearly writ-

ten and promulgated in the New Testament. 

  

Rights as Subjects 

A commonwealth or state is a body politic, or civil 

society of men, united together to promote their 

mutual safety and prosperity by means of their 
union.  

 

The first fundamental, positive law of all 

commonwealths or states is the establishing 

the legislative power. As the first fundamen-

tal natural law, also, which is to govern even 
the legislative power itself, is the preservation 

of the society. 

 

The Legislative has no right to absolute, 

arbitrary power over the lives and for-

tunes of the people; nor can mortals 

assume a prerogative not only too 
high for men, but for angels, and 

therefore reserved for the exercise of 

the Deity alone.  

 

The Legislative cannot justly assume to it-

self a power to rule by arbitrary decrees; but 
it is bound to see that justice is dispensed, and that the 

rights of the subjects be decided by promulgated, stand-

ing, and known laws, and authorized independent judges, 

that is, independent, as far as possible, of Prince and peo-

ple. There should be one rule of justice for rich and poor, 

for the favorite at court and the countryman at the plough. 

  
The supreme power cannot justly take from any man any 

part of his property, without his consent in person or by 

his representative.  These are some of the first principles 

of natural law and justice, and the great barriers of all free 

states. What liberty can there be where property is taken 

away without consent?  



A CALL TO ARMS 
Patrick Henry, 1775 

 

[King George III had ignored the rights of his American 

subjects and was preparing to force his will upon them.] 

 

There is no time for ceremony. The question before us is 
one of awful moment. For my own part, I consider it as 

nothing less than a question of freedom or slavery, and, in 

proportion to the magnitude of the subject, ought to be the 

freedom of debate. It is only in this way that we can hope 

to arrive at truth and fulfill the great responsibility which 

we hold to God and our country. Should I keep back my 
opinions at such a time, through fear of giving offense, I 

should consider myself guilty of treason toward my coun-

try, and of an act of disloyalty toward the majesty of 

Heaven, which I revere above all earthly kings. 

 

I have but one lamp by which my feet are 

guided; and that is the lamp of experience. I 
know of no way of judging the future 

but by the past.; and judging by 

the past, I wish to know what 

there has been in the conduct 

of the British for the last ten 

years to justify those hopes 

with which gentlemen have 
been pleased to solace them-

selves? Is it that insidious smile 

with which our petition has been 

lately received? Trust it not; it 

will prove a snare to your feet. 

Suffer not yourselves to be be-
trayed with a kiss. Ask your-

selves how this gracious recep-

tion of our petition comports with 

those warlike preparations which cover 

our waters and darken our land.  

 

Are fleets and armies necessary to a work of love and rec-
onciliation? Have we shown ourselves so unwilling to be 

reconciled that force must be called in to win back our 

love? Let us not deceive ourselves. These are the imple-

ments of war and subjugation, the last arguments to which 

kings resort. I ask gentlemen, what means this martial ar-

ray, if its purpose be not to force us to submission? Can 
gentlemen assign any other possible motive for it? Has 

Great Britain any enemy in this quarter of the world to call 

for all this accumulation of navies and armies? No, she has 

none. They are meant for us: they can be meant for no 

other. They are sent over to bind and rivet upon us those 

chains which the British ministry have been so long forg-

ing; and, what have we to oppose to them? Shall we try 
argument? We have been trying that for the last ten years. 

Have we anything new to offer upon the subject? Nothing.  

We have held the subject up in every light of which it is 

capable; but it has been all in vain. Shall we resort to en-

treaty and humble supplication? What terms shall we find 

which have not been already exhausted? Let us not de-

ceive ourselves longer.  

We have done everything that could be done to avert the 

storm which is now coming. We have petitioned, we have 

supplicated, we have prostrated ourselves before the 
throne, and have implored its interposition to arrest the 

tyrannical hands of the ministry and Parliament. Our peti-

tions have been slighted; our remonstrances have pro-

duced additional violence and insult; our supplications 

have been disregarded; and we have been spurned, with 

contempt, from the foot of the throne. In vain, may we in-
dulge the fond hope of peace and reconciliation.  

 

There is no longer any room for hope. If we wish to be 

free, if we mean to preserve inviolate those inestimable 

privileges for which we have been so long contending, if 

we mean not basely to abandon the noble struggle in 

which we have been so long engaged, and which we have 
pledged ourselves never to abandon until the glorious 

object of our contest shall be obtained, we must fight! I 

repeat it, we must fight! An appeal to arms and to the 

God of hosts is all that is left us! 

 

They tell us that we are weak, unable to cope with 

so formidable an adversary. But when shall we be 
stronger? Will it be the next week or 

the next year? Will it be when we are 

totally disarmed, and when a British 

guard shall be stationed in every 

house? Shall we gather strength by 

irresolution and inaction? Shall 
we acquire the means of effectual 

resistance by lying supinely on 

our backs, and hugging the delu-

sive phantom of hope, until our 

enemies shall have bound us hand and 

foot? We are not weak, if we make a 

proper use of those means which the 
God of nature hath placed in our 

power. Three million people, armed in 

the holy cause of liberty, and in such a 

country as that which we possess, are invincible by 

any force which our enemy can send against us.  

 
Besides, we shall not fight our battles alone. There is a just 

God who presides over the destinies of nations, and who 

will raise up friends to fight our battles for us. The battle is 

not to the strong alone; it is to the vigilant, the active, the 

brave. Besides, we have no election. It is now too late to 

retire from the contest. There is no retreat, but in submis-

sion and slavery! Our chains are forged, their clanking 
may be heard on the plains of Boston! The war is inevita-

ble and let it come! I repeat it, let it come! 

 

It is in vain to extenuate the matter. Gentlemen may cry, 

peace, peace but there is no peace. The war is actually be-

gun. The next gale that sweeps from the North will bring 

to our ears the clash of resounding arms! Our brethren are 
already in the field! Why stand we here idle? What is it 

that gentlemen wish? What would they have? Is life so 

dear, or peace so sweet, as to be purchased at the price of 

chains and slavery? Forbid it, Almighty God! I know not 

what course others may take; but as for me, give me lib-

erty or give me death! 
 

 



CONSIDER YOUR SOULS 
Reverend John Witherspoon, 1775 

“The Dominion of Providence Over the Passions of Men” 

 

I would take the opportunity on this occasion to press 

every hearer to a sincere concern for his own salvation. 

There are times when the mind may be more awake to 

divine truth, and the conscience more open to the arrows 

of conviction than at others. Can you have a clearer view of 
the sinfulness of your nature, than when the rod of the 

oppressor is lifted up, and when you see men putting on 

the habit of the warrior, and collecting on every hand the 

instruments of death? I do not blame your ardor in prepar-

ing for the defense of your rights, but, consider the truly 

infinite importance of the salvation of your souls.  

Is it of much moment whether you and your children shall 

be rich or poor, at liberty or in bonds? Is it of 

much moment whether this beautiful country 

shall increase in fruitfulness, being possessed 

by independent freemen or the scanty pro-
duce of the neglected fields shall be eaten 

up by hungry publicans? Is it of less mo-

ment whether you shall be the heirs of 

glory or the heirs of hell? Is your state 

on earth for a few fleeting years, of so 

much moment? Is it of less moment 
what shall be your state through end-

less ages? Have you assembled together 

to hear what shall be said on public 

affairs, and to join in imploring the 

blessing of God on the counsels and 

arms of the united colonies? 

Can you be unconcerned 
what shall become of you 

forever, when all the monu-

ments of human greatness 

shall be laid in ashes, for "the 

earth itself, and all the works that 

are therein shall be burned up"? 

As the ministry of reconciliation is commit-

ted to me, I beseech you, in the most earnest 

manner, to attend to "the things that belong to your 

peace, before they are hid from your eyes." How soon, and 

in what manner a seal shall be set upon the state of every 
person here present, it is impossible to know. But be as-

sured, that there is no time more suitable, and there is 

none so safe, as that which is present, since it is wholly 

uncertain whether any other shall be yours. Those who 

shall first fall in battle, have not many more warnings to 

receive. There are some few daring and hardened sinners, 
who despise eternity itself, and set their Maker at defi-

ance; but the far greater number, by staving off their con-

victions to a more convenient season, have been taken 

unprepared, and, thus, eternally lost. I would earnestly 

press the apostle’s exhortation (2 Cor. 6: 1, 2), "Behold, 

now is the accepted time; now is the day of salvation." 

 

Suffer me to give you warning, not to rest satisfied with a 

form of godliness, denying the power thereof. There can 

be no true religion, till there be a discovery of your lost 
state by nature and practice, and an unfeigned acceptance 

of Christ Jesus, as he is offered in the Gospel. Believe it, 

"There is no salvation in any other." "There is no other 

name under heaven given among men by which we must 

be saved." Unless you are united to Him by a lively faith, 

the sword of divine justice hangs over you, and the full-
ness of divine vengeance shall speedily overtake you. I 

speak this to every insensible, secure sinner; to all those, 

however decent and orderly in their civil deportment, 

who live to themselves, and have their portion in this life; 

for "except a man be born again, he cannot see the king-

dom of God." The fear of man may make you hide your 

profanity; prudence and experience may make you abhor 
intemperance and riot. As you advance in life, one vice 

may supplant another and hold its place; but nothing less 

than the sovereign grace of God can produce a saving 

change of heart and temper, or fit you for His im-

mediate presence. 

While we give praise to God, the supreme dis-

poser of all events, for His interposition in 

our behalf, let us guard against the danger-

ous error of trusting in, or boasting of, an 

arm of flesh. I could earnestly wish that, 

while our arms are crowned with success, 
we might content ourselves with a modest 

ascription of it to the highest power. It has 

given me great uneasiness to read the os-

tentatious, vaunting expressions in our 

newspapers. If I am not mistaken, the 

whole course of providence seems in-

tended to abase the pride of man 
and lay the vain in the dust. Put 

your trust in God, and hope 

for His assistance in the 

present conflict. He is the 

Lord of hosts, great in might, 

and strong in battle. Whoever hath 
His countenance shall have the best 

at last. If your conduct is prudent, you 

need not fear the opposing multitude. 

If your cause is just, you may look with confidence to the 

Lord, and entreat Him to plead it as His own. You are all 
my witnesses, that this is the first time of my introducing 

any political subject into the pulpit. At this season, how-

ever, it is not only lawful but necessary, and I declare my 

opinion without any hesitation, that the cause in which 

America is now in arms, is the cause of justice, of liberty, 

and of human nature. So far as we have proceeded, I am 
satisfied that the confederacy of the colonies has not been 

the effect of pride, resentment, or sedition, but of a deep 

and general conviction that our civil and religious liber-

ties, and the temporal happiness of us and our posterity, 

depended on the issue. There is not a single instance in 

history, in which civil liberty was lost, and religious liberty 

preserved entire. If we yield up our temporal property, we 
at the same time deliver the conscience into bondage. 

 



THE DECLARATION  

OF INDEPENDENCE 
 

Continental Congress, July 4, 1776 

 

Introduction 

When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary 

for one people to dissolve the political bands which have 

connected them with another, and to assume among the 

powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which 

the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle them, a de-

cent respect for the opinions of mankind requires that they 
should declare the causes which impel them to the separa-

tion. 

 

Purpose of Government 

We hold these truths to be self-

evident, that all men are created 
equal, that they are endowed by their 

Creator with certain inalienable rights, 

that among these are life, liberty and the 

pursuit of happiness. That to secure these 

rights, governments are instituted among 

men, deriving their just powers from the 

consent of the governed. That whenever 
any form of government becomes de-

structive of these ends, it is the right of 

the people to alter or to abolish it, and to 

institute new government, laying its 

foundation on such principles and orga-

nizing its powers in such form, as to them 

shall seem most likely to effect their 
safety and happiness. 

 

Resistance to Tyranny 

Prudence, indeed, will dictate that governments long estab-

lished should not be changed for light and transient causes; 

and, accordingly, all experience hath shown, that men are 
more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to 

right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are 

accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and usurpa-

tions, pursuing invariably the same object evinces a design to 

reduce them under absolute despotism, it is their right, it is 

their duty, to throw off such government, and to provide new 

guards for their future security. 
 

Such has been the patient sufferance of these colonies; and 

such is now the necessity which constrains them to alter 

their former systems of government. The history of the pre-

sent King of Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries 

and usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment 
of an absolute tyranny over these states. To prove this, let 

facts be submitted to a candid world (missing here is the list 

of 27 tyrannical acts of King George III). 

 

The King has abdicated government here, by declaring us out 

of his protection and waging war against us. He has plun-

dered our seas, ravaged our coasts, burnt our towns, and 
destroyed the lives of our people. He is at this time trans-

porting large armies of foreign mercenaries to complete 

the works of death, dissolution, and tyranny, already be-

gun with circumstances of cruelty scarcely paralleled in 
the most barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the head of 

a civilized nation. He has constrained our fellow citizens 

taken captive on the high seas to bear arms against their 

country, to become the executioners of their friends and 

brethren, or to fall themselves by their hands. He has ex-

cited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has endeav-
ored to bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers, the mer-

ciless Indian savages, whose known rule of warfare, is an 

undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes, and condi-

tions. 

 

In every stage of these oppressions, we have petitioned for 

redress in the most humble terms. Our repeated petitions 
have been answered only by repeated injury. A prince, 

whose character is thus marked by every act which may 

define a tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people. 

 

Nor have we been wanting in attention to our British 

brethren. We have warned them from time to time of at-

tempts by their legislature to extend an unwarrant-
able jurisdiction over us. We have reminded 

them of the circumstances of our immi-

gration and settlement 

here. We have appealed to 

their native justice and 

magnanimity, and we 
have conjured them by 

the ties of our common 

kindred to disavow 

these usurpations, 

which would inevitably 

interrupt our connec-

tions and correspon-
dence. They too have 

been deaf to the 

voice of justice. We 

must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity, which 

denounces our separation, and hold them, as we hold 

the rest of mankind, enemies in war, in peace friends. 
 

Independence the Only Option 

We, therefore, the representatives of the United States of 

America, in general Congress assembled, appealing to the 

Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our inten-

tions, do, in the name and by authority of the good people 

of these colonies, solemnly publish and declare, that these 
united colonies are, and of right ought to be free and inde-

pendent states; that they are absolved from all allegiance 

to the British crown, and that all political connection be-

tween them and the state of Great Britain, is and ought to 

be totally dissolved; and that as free and independent 

states, they have full power to levy war, conclude peace, 

contract alliances, establish commerce, and to do all other 
acts and things which independent states may of right to 

do. And, for the support of this declaration, with a firm 

reliance on the protection of divine Providence, we mutu-

ally pledge to each other our lives, our fortunes, and our 

sacred honor. 



GOD GOVERNS IN  

THE AFFAIRS OF MEN 
 

Speeches at the Constitutional Convention, 1787 

 

God Governs in the Affairs of Men 

The small progress we have made after four or five weeks is, 

I think, a melancholy proof of the imperfection of the human 

understanding. We indeed seem to feel our own want of po-

litical wisdom, since we have been running about in search 

of it. We have gone back to ancient history for models of gov-

ernment and examined the different forms of those republics 
which having been formed with the seeds of their own disso-

lution now no longer exist. We have viewed the modern 

states of Europe, but find none of their Constitu-

tions suitable to our circumstances. 

 

In the situation of this Assembly, groping as 
it were in the dark to find political truth, 

how has it happened that we have not 

once thought of humbly applying to the 

Father of lights to illuminate our un-

derstandings? In the beginning of 

the contest with Great Britain, 

when we were sensible of dan-
ger, we had daily prayer in this 

room for divine protection. Our 

prayers were heard, and they 

were graciously answered. All of 

us who were engaged in the 

struggle must have observed 

frequent instances of a super-
intending providence in our 

favor. To that kind providence 

we owe this happy opportunity 

of consulting in peace on the 

means of establishing our future 

national felicity. Have we now forgot-
ten that powerful Friend? Or do we 

imagine that we no longer need His assistance? 

 

I have lived a long time, and the longer I live, the more con-

vincing proofs I see of this truth — that God governs in the 

affairs of men; and, if a sparrow cannot fall to the ground 

without His notice, is it probable that an empire can rise 
without His aid? We have been assured in the sacred writ-

ings that “except the Lord build they labor in vain that build 

it.” I firmly believe this; and I also believe that without His 

concurring aid, we shall succeed in this political building no 

better than the builders of Babel. We shall be divided by our 

little partial local interests; our projects will be confounded, 
and we ourselves shall be become a reproach and a byword 

down to future ages.  

 

I, therefore, beg to move that, henceforth, prayers imploring 

the assistance of Heaven, and its blessings on our delibera-

tions, be held in this Assembly every morning before we pro-

ceed to business, and that one or more of the clergy of this 
city be requested to officiate in that service. 

I Consent to This Constitution 

I confess that there are several parts of this Constitution 

which I do not at present approve, but I am not sure I shall 

never approve them. For having lived long, I have experi-

enced many instances of being obliged by better informa-

tion, or fuller consideration, to change opinions even on 

important subjects, which I once thought right, but found 

to be otherwise. It is, therefore, that the older I grow, the 

more apt I am to doubt my own judgment and to pay more 

respect to the judgment of others.  

In these sentiments, I agree to this Constitution with all its 

faults; because I think a general government necessary for 

us, and there is no form of government but what may be a 

blessing to the people if well administered, and believe 

farther that this is likely to be well administered for 

a course of years, and can only end in despotism, 

as other forms have done before it, when the 

people shall become so corrupted as to need 

despotic government, being incapable of any 

other. I doubt too whether any other Con-

vention we can obtain, may be able to make 

a better Constitution. For when you assem-

ble a number of men to have the advan-

tage of their joint wisdom, you inevitably 

assemble with those men, all their preju-

dices, their passions, their errors of 

opinion, their local interests, and their 

selfish views. From such an assembly 

can a perfect production be expected? 

It therefore astonishes me to find this 

system approaching so near to per-

fection as it does; and I think it will 

astonish our enemies, who are wait-

ing with confidence to hear that our 

councils are confounded like those of 

the builders of Babel; and that our states are 

on the point of separation.  

Thus, I consent to this Constitution, because I expect no 

better, and because I am not sure, that it is not the best. 

The opinions I have had of its errors, I sacrifice to the pub-

lic good. Much of the strength and efficiency of any gov-

ernment in procuring and securing happiness to the peo-

ple, depends, on opinion, on the general opinion of the 

goodness of the government, as well as of the wisdom and 

integrity of its governors. I hope that for our own sakes as 

a part of the people, and for the sake of posterity, we shall 

act heartily and unanimously in recommending this Con-

stitution wherever our influence may extend, and turn our 

future thoughts and endeavors to the means of having it 

well administered. On the whole, I cannot help expressing 

a wish that every member of the Convention who may still 

have objections to it, would with me, on this occasion 

doubt a little of his own infallibility, and to make manifest 

our unanimity, put his name to this instrument. 



THE CONSTITUTION  
OF THE UNITED STATES 
 

Drafted in 1787 and Ratified in 1789 

 

Preamble 

We the people of the United States, in order to form a more 

perfect union, establish justice, insure domestic tranquility, 

provide for the common defense, promote the general wel-
fare, and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our 

posterity, do ordain and establish this constitution for the 

United States of America. 

 

Article I — Legislative Branch 

 

Section 1.  All legislative Powers herein granted shall be 
vested in a Congress of the United States, which shall con-

sist of a Senate and House of Representatives. 

 

Section 2.  The House of Representatives shall be 

composed of Members chosen every second 

Year by the People of the several States, and 

the Electors in each State shall have the 
Qualifications requisite for Electors of the 

most numerous Branch of the State Leg-

islature. No Person shall be a Represen-

tative who shall not have attained to 

the age of twenty five Years, and been 

seven Years a Citizen of the United 
States, and who shall not, when 

elected, be an Inhabitant of that State 

in which he shall be chosen. Repre-

sentatives and direct Taxes shall be ap-

portioned among the several States which 

may be included within this Union, according to 

their respective Numbers, which shall be 
determined by adding to the whole Num-

ber of free Persons, including those bound 

to Service for a Term of Years, and excluding Indians not 

taxed, three fifths of all other Persons. The actual Enumera-

tion shall be made within three Years after the first Meeting 

of the Congress of the United States, and within every subse-
quent Term of ten Years, in such Manner as they shall by 

Law direct. The Number of Representatives shall not exceed 

one for every thirty Thousand, but each State shall have at 

Least one Representative; and until such enumeration shall 

be made, the State of New Hampshire shall be entitled to 

choose three, Massachusetts eight, Rhode-Island and Provi-

dence Plantations one, Connecticut five, New-York six, New 
Jersey four, Pennsylvania eight, Delaware one, Maryland six, 

Virginia ten, North Carolina five, South Carolina five, and 

Georgia three. When vacancies happen in the Representa-

tion from any State, the Executive Authority thereof shall 

issue Writs of Election to fill such Vacancies. The House of 

Representatives shall choose their Speaker and other Offi-

cers; and shall have the sole Power of Impeachment. 
 

Section 3.  The Senate of the United States shall be com-

posed of two Senators from each State, chosen by the Legis-

lature thereof, for six Years;  and each Senator shall have 

one Vote. Immediately after they shall be assembled in 

Consequence of the first Election, they shall be divided as 
equally as may be into three Classes. The Seats of the 

Senators of the first Class shall be vacated at the Expira-

tion of the second Year, of the second Class at the Expira-

tion of the fourth Year, and the third Class at the Expira-

tion of the sixth Year, so that one third may be chosen 

every second Year; and if Vacancies happen by Resigna-
tion, or otherwise, during the Recess of the Legislature of 

any State, the Executive thereof may make temporary Ap-

pointments until the next Meeting of the Legislature, 

which shall then fill such Vacancies. No Person shall be a 

Senator who shall not have attained to the Age of thirty 

Years, and been nine Years a Citizen of the United States 

and who shall not, when elected, be an Inhabitant of that 
State for which he shall be chosen. The Vice President of 

the United States shall be President of the Senate, but shall 

have no Vote, unless they be equally divided. The 

Senate shall choose their other Officers, and also 

a President pro tempore, in the Absence of the 

Vice President, or when he shall exercise the 

Office of President of the United States. The 
Senate shall have the sole Power to try all 

Impeachments. When sitting for that Pur-

pose, they shall be on Oath or Affirma-

tion.  When the President of the United 

States is tried, the Chief Justice shall 

preside: And no Person shall be con-
victed without the Concurrence of 

two thirds of the Members present. 

Judgment in Cases of Impeachment 

shall not extend further than to re-

moval from Office, and disqualifica-

tion to hold and enjoy any Office of 

Honor, Trust or Profit under the 
United States: but the Party convicted 

shall nevertheless be liable and subject 

to Indictment, Trial, Judgment and Pun-

ishment, according to Law. 

 

Section 4.  The Times, Places and Manner of holding Elec-
tions for Senators and Representatives, shall be pre-

scribed in each State by the Legislature thereof;  but the 

Congress may at any time by Law make or alter such 

Regulations, except as to the Places of choosing Senators. 

The Congress shall assemble at least once in every Year, 

and such Meeting shall be on the first Monday in Decem-

ber, unless they shall by Law appoint a different Day. 
 

Section 5.  Each House shall be the Judge of the Elections, 

Returns and Qualifications of its own Members, and a Ma-

jority of each shall constitute a Quorum to do Business;  

but a smaller Number may adjourn from day to day, and 

may be authorized to compel the Attendance of absent 

Members, in such Manner, and under such Penalties as 
each House may provide. Each House may determine the 

Rules of its Proceedings, punish its Members for disor-

derly Behavior, and, with the Concurrence of two thirds, 

expel a Member. Each House shall keep a Journal of its 

Proceedings, and from time to time publish the same, ex-

James Madison 



cepting such Parts as may in their Judgment require Secrecy;  

and the Yeas and Nays of the Members of either House on 

any question shall, at the Desire of one fifth of those Present, 
be entered on the Journal. Neither House, during the Session 

of Congress, shall, without the Consent of the other, adjourn 

for more than three days, nor to any other Place than that in 

which the two Houses shall be sitting. 

 

Section 6.  The Senators and Representatives shall receive a 
Compensation for their Services, to be ascertained by Law, 

and paid out of the Treasury of the United States. They shall 

in all Cases, except Treason, Felony and Breach of the Peace, 

be privileged from Arrest during their Attendance at the Ses-

sion of their respective Houses, and in going to and return-

ing from the same;  and for any Speech or Debate in either 

House, they shall not be questioned in any other Place. No 
Senator or Representative shall, during the Time for which 

he was elected, be appointed to any civil Office under the 

Authority of the United States, which shall have been cre-

ated, or the Emoluments whereof shall have been increased 

during such time: and no Person holding any Office under 

the United States, shall be a Member of either House during 

his Continuance in Office.  
 

Section 7.  All Bills for raising Revenue shall originate in the 

House of Representatives;  but the Senate may propose or 

concur with Amendments as on other Bills. Every Bill which 

shall have passed the House of Representatives and the Sen-

ate, shall, before it become a Law, be presented to the Presi-
dent of the United States;  if he approve he shall sign it, but if 

not he shall return it, with his Objections to that House in 

which it shall have originated, who shall enter the Objections 

at large on their Journal, and proceed to reconsider it.  If af-

ter such Reconsideration two thirds of that House shall 

agree to pass the Bill, it shall be sent, together with the Ob-

jections, to the other House, by which it shall likewise be 
reconsidered, and if approved by two thirds of that House, it 

shall become a Law.  But in all such Cases the Votes of both 

Houses shall be determined by Yeas and Nays, and the 

Names of the Persons voting for and against the Bill shall be 

entered on the Journal of each House respectively.  If any Bill 

shall not be returned by the President within ten Days 
(Sundays excepted) after it shall have been presented to 

him, the Same shall be a Law, in like Manner as if he had 

signed it, unless the Congress by their Adjournment prevent 

its Return, in which Case it shall not be a Law. Every Order, 

Resolution, or Vote to which the Concurrence of the Senate 

and House of Representatives may be necessary (except on a 

question of Adjournment) shall be presented to the Presi-
dent of the United States; and before the Same shall take 

Effect, shall be approved by him, or being disapproved by 

him, shall be re-passed by two thirds of the Senate and 

House of Representatives, according to the Rules and Limita-

tions prescribed in the Case of a Bill. 

 

Section 8.  The Congress shall have Power To lay and collect 
Taxes, Duties, Imposts and Excises, to pay the Debts and pro-

vide for the common Defense and general Welfare of the 

United States;  but all Duties, Imposts and Excises shall be 

uniform throughout the United States; To borrow Money on 

the credit of the United States; To regulate Commerce with 

foreign Nations, and among the several States, and with the 

Indian Tribes; To establish an uniform Rule of Naturalization, 

and uniform Laws on the subject of Bankruptcies throughout 

the United States; To coin Money, regulate the Value thereof, 
and of foreign Coin, and fix the Standard of Weights and Meas-

ures; To provide for the Punishment of counterfeiting the Secu-

rities and current Coin of the United States; To establish Post 

Offices and post Roads; To promote the Progress of Science and 

useful Arts, by securing for limited Times to Authors and Inven-

tors the exclusive Right to their respective Writings and Discov-
eries; To constitute Tribunals inferior to the supreme Court; To 

define and punish Piracies and Felonies committed on the high 

Seas, and Offences against the Law of Nations; To declare War, 

grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal, and make Rules concern-

ing Captures on Land and Water; To raise and support Armies, 

but no Appropriation of Money to that Use shall be for a longer 

Term than two Years; To provide and maintain a Navy; To make 
Rules for the Government and Regulation of the land and naval 

Forces; To provide for calling forth the Militia to execute the 

Laws of the Union, suppress Insurrections and repel Invasions; 

To provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining, the Militia, 

and for governing such Part of them as may be employed in the 

Service of the United States, reserving to the States respectively, 

the Appointment of the Officers, and the Authority of training 
the Militia according to the discipline prescribed by Congress; 

To exercise exclusive Legislation in all Cases whatsoever, over 

such District (not exceeding ten Miles square) as may, by Ces-

sion of particular States, and the Acceptance of Congress, be-

come the Seat of the Government of the United States, and to 

exercise like Authority over all Places purchased by the Consent 
of the Legislature of the State in which the Same shall be, for the 

Erection of Forts, Magazines, Arsenals, dock-Yards, and other 

needful Buildings;--And To make all Laws which shall be neces-

sary and proper for carrying into Execution the foregoing Pow-

ers, and all other Powers vested by this Constitution in the Gov-

ernment of the U.S., or in any Department or Officer thereof. 

 
Section 9.  The Migration or Importation of such Persons as any 

of the States now existing shall think proper to admit, shall not 

be prohibited by the Congress prior to the Year one thousand 

eight hundred and eight, but a Tax or duty may be imposed on 

such Importation, not exceeding ten dollars for each Person. 

The Privilege of the Writ of Habeas Corpus shall not be sus-
pended, unless when in Cases of Rebellion or Invasion the pub-

lic Safety may require it. No Bill of Attainder or ex post facto 

Law shall be passed. No Capitation, or other direct, Tax shall be 

laid, unless in Proportion to the Census or Enumeration herein 

before directed to be taken. No Tax or Duty shall be laid on Arti-

cles exported from any State. No Preference shall be given by 

any Regulation of Commerce or Revenue to the Ports of one 
State over those of another:  nor shall Vessels bound to, or from, 

one State, be obliged to enter, clear or pay Duties in another. No 

Money shall be drawn from the Treasury, but in Consequence of 

Appropriations made by Law;  and a regular Statement and Ac-

count of Receipts and Expenditures of all public Money shall be 

published from time to time. No Title of Nobility shall be 

granted by the United States: And no Person holding any Office 
of Profit or Trust under them, shall, without the Consent of the 

Congress, accept of any present, Emolument, Office, or Title, of 

any kind whatever, from any King, Prince, or foreign State.  

 

 

 



Section 10.  No State shall enter into any Treaty, Alliance, or 

Confederation;  grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal;  coin 

Money;  emit Bills of Credit;  make any Thing but gold and 
silver Coin a Tender in Payment of Debts;  pass any Bill of 

Attainder, ex post facto Law, or Law impairing the Obligation 

of Contracts, or grant any Title of Nobility. No State shall, 

without the Consent of the Congress, lay any Imposts or Du-

ties on Imports or Exports, except what may be absolutely 

necessary for executing it's inspection Laws:  and the net 
Produce of all Duties and Imposts, laid by any State on Im-

ports or Exports, shall be for the Use of the Treasury of the 

United States;  and all such Laws shall be subject to the Revi-

sion and Control of the Congress. No State shall, without the 

Consent of Congress, lay any Duty of Tonnage, keep Troops, 

or Ships of War in time of Peace, enter into any Agreement 

or Compact with another State, or with a foreign Power, or 
engage in War, unless actually invaded, or in such imminent 

Danger as will not admit of delay. 

 

Article II — Executive Branch 

 

Section 1.  The executive Power shall be vested in a Presi-

dent of the United States of America.  He shall hold his Office 
during the Term of four Years, and, together with the Vice 

President, chosen for the same Term, be elected, as follows: 

Each State shall appoint, in such Manner as the Legislature 

thereof may direct, a Number of Electors, equal to the whole 

Number of Senators and Representatives to which the State 

may be entitled in the Congress:  but no Senator or Repre-
sentative, or Person holding an Office of Trust or Profit un-

der the United States, shall be appointed an Elector. The 

Electors shall meet in their respective States, and vote by 

Ballot for two Persons, of whom one at least shall not be an 

Inhabitant of the same State with themselves.  And they shall 

make a List of all the Persons voted for, and of the Number of 

Votes for each;  which List they shall sign and certify, and 
transmit sealed to the Seat of the Government of the United 

States, directed to the President of the Senate.  The President 

of the Senate shall, in the Presence of the Senate and House 

of Representatives, open all the Certificates, and the Votes 

shall then be counted.  The Person having the greatest Num-

ber of Votes shall be the President, if such Number be a Ma-
jority of the whole Number of Electors appointed;  and if 

there be more than one who have such Majority, and have an 

equal Number of Votes, then the House of Representatives 

shall immediately choose by Ballot one of them for Presi-

dent;  and if no Person have a Majority, then from the five 

highest on the List the said House shall in like Manner 

choose the President.  But in choosing the President, the 
Votes shall be taken by States, the Representation from each 

State having one Vote;  A quorum for this Purpose shall con-

sist of a Member or Members from two thirds of the States, 

and a Majority of all the States shall be necessary to a Choice.  

In every Case, after the Choice of the President, the Person 

having the greatest Number of Votes of the Electors shall be 

the Vice President.  But if there should remain two or more 
who have equal Votes, the Senate shall choose from them by 

Ballot the Vice President. The Congress may determine the 

Time of choosing the Electors, and the Day on which they 

shall give their Votes;  which Day shall be the same through-

out the United States. No Person except a natural born Citi-

zen, or a Citizen of the United States, at the time of the Adop-

tion of this Constitution, shall be eligible to the Office of Presi-

dent; neither shall any Person be eligible to that Office who 

shall not have attained to the Age of thirty five Years, and been 
fourteen Years a Resident within the United States. In Case of 

the Removal of the President from Office, or of his Death, Res-

ignation, or Inability to discharge the Powers and Duties of the 

said Office, the Same shall devolve on the Vice President, and 

the Congress may by Law provide for the Case of Removal, 

Death, Resignation or Inability, both of the President and Vice 
President, declaring what Officer shall then act as President, 

and such Officer shall act accordingly, until the Disability be 

removed, or a President shall be elected. The President shall, 

at stated Times, receive for his Services, a Compensation, 

which shall neither be increased nor diminished during the 

Period for which he shall have been elected, and he shall not 

receive within that Period any other Emolument from the 
United States, or any of them. Before he enter on the Execution 

of his Office, he shall take the following Oath or Affirmation:--"I 

do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully execute the 

Office of President of the United States, and will to the best of 

my Ability, preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of 

the United States." 

 
Section 2.  The President shall be Commander in Chief of the 

Army and Navy of the United States, and of the Militia of the 

several States, when called into the actual Service of the United 

States;  he may require the Opinion, in writing, of the principal 

Officer in each of the executive Departments, upon any Subject 

relating to the Duties of their respective Offices, and he shall 
have Power to grant Reprieves and Pardons for Offences 

against the United States, except in Cases of Impeachment. He 

shall have Power, by and with the Advice and Consent of the 

Senate, to make Treaties, provided two thirds of the Senators 

present concur;  and he shall nominate, and by and with the 

Advice and Consent of the Senate, shall appoint Ambassadors, 

other public Ministers and Consuls, Judges of the supreme 
Court, and all other Officers of the United States, whose Ap-

pointments are not herein otherwise provided for, and which 

shall be established by Law: but the Congress may by Law vest 

the Appointment of such inferior Officers, as they think proper, 

in the President alone, in the Courts of Law, or in the Heads of 

Departments. The President shall have Power to fill up all Va-
cancies that may happen during the Recess of the Senate... 

 

Section 3.  He shall from time to time give to the Congress In-

formation of the State of the Union, and recommend to their 

Consideration such Measures as he shall judge necessary and 

expedient;  he may, on extraordinary Occasions, convene both 

Houses, or either of them, and in Case of Disagreement be-
tween them, with Respect to the Time of Adjournment, he may 

adjourn them to such Time as he shall think proper;  he shall 

receive Ambassadors and other public Ministers;  he shall take 

Care that the Laws be faithfully executed, and shall Commis-

sion all the Officers of the United States. 

 

Section 4.  The President, Vice President and all civil Officers 
of the United States, shall be removed from Office on Impeach-

ment for, and Conviction of, Treason, Bribery, or other high 

Crimes and Misdemeanors. 

 

 

 



Article III — Judicial Branch 

 

Section 1.  The judicial Power of the United States, shall be 
vested in one supreme Court, and in such inferior Courts 

as the Congress may from time to time ordain and estab-

lish.  The Judges, both of the supreme and inferior Courts, 

shall hold their Offices during good Behavior, and shall, at 

stated Times, receive for their Services, a Compensation, 

which shall not be diminished during their Continuance in 
Office. 

 

Section 2.  The judicial Power shall extend to all Cases, in 

Law and Equity, arising under this Constitution, the Laws 

of the United States, and Treaties made, or which shall be 

made, under their Authority;--to all Cases affecting Ambas-

sadors, other public Ministers and Consuls;--to all Cases of 
admiralty and maritime Jurisdiction;--to Controversies to 

which the United States shall be a Party;--to Controversies 

between two or more States;--between a State and Citi-

zens of another State;--between Citizens of different 

States;--between Citizens of the same State claiming Lands 

under Grants of different States, and between a State, or 

the Citizens thereof, and foreign States, Citizens or Sub-
jects. In all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other public Min-

isters and Consuls, and those in which a State shall be 

Party, the supreme Court shall have original Jurisdiction.  

In all the other Cases before mentioned, the supreme 

Court shall have appellate Jurisdiction, both as to Law and 

Fact, with such Exceptions, and under such Regulations as 
the Congress shall make. The Trial of all Crimes, except in 

Cases of Impeachment, shall be by Jury; and such Trial 

shall be held in the State where the said Crimes shall have 

been committed;  but when not committed within any 

State, the Trial shall be at such Place or Places as the Con-

gress may by Law have directed. 

 
Section 3.  Treason against the United States, shall consist 

only in levying War against them, or in adhering to their 

Enemies, giving them Aid and Comfort.  No Person shall be 

convicted of Treason unless on the Testimony of two Wit-

nesses to the same overt Act, or on Confession in open 

Court. The Congress shall have Power to declare the Pun-
ishment of Treason, but no Attainder of Treason shall 

work Corruption of Blood, or Forfeiture except during the 

Life of the Person attainted. 

 

Article IV 

 

Section 1.  Full Faith and Credit shall be given in each 
State to the public Acts, Records, and judicial Proceedings 

of every other State.  And the Congress may by general 

Laws prescribe the Manner in which such Acts, Records, 

and Proceedings shall be proved, and the Effect thereof. 

 

Section 2.  The Citizens of each State shall be entitled to all 

Privileges and Immunities of Citizens in the several States. 
A Person charged in any State with Treason, Felony, or 

other Crime, who shall flee from Justice, and be found in 

another State, shall on Demand of the executive Authority 

of the State from which he fled, be delivered up, to be re-

moved to the State having Jurisdiction of the Crime. No 

Person held to Service or Labor in one State, under the Laws 

thereof, escaping into another, shall, in Consequence of any Law 

or Regulation therein, be discharged from such Service or La-
bor, but shall be delivered up on Claim of the Party to whom 

such Service or Labor may be due. 

 

Section 3.  New States may be admitted by the Congress into 

this Union; but no new States shall be formed or erected within 

the Jurisdiction of any other State;  nor any State be formed by 
the Junction of two or more States, or Parts of States, without 

the Consent of the Legislatures of the States concerned as well 

as of the Congress. The Congress shall have Power to dispose of 

and make all needful Rules and Regulations respecting the Ter-

ritory or other Property belonging to the United States;  and 

nothing in this Constitution shall be so construed as to Preju-

dice any Claims of the United States, or of any particular State. 
 

Section 4.  The United States shall guarantee to every State in 

this Union a Republican Form of Government, and shall protect 

each of them against Invasion;  and on Application of the Legis-

lature, or of the Executive (when the Legislature cannot be con-

vened) against domestic Violence. 

 
Article V 

The Congress, whenever two thirds of both Houses shall deem 

it necessary, shall propose Amendments to this Constitution, or, 

on the Application of the Legislatures of two thirds of the sev-

eral States, shall call a Convention for proposing Amendments, 

which, in either Case, shall be valid to all Intents and Purposes, 
as Part of this Constitution, when ratified by the Legislatures of 

three fourths of the several States, or by Conventions in three 

fourths thereof, as the one or the other Mode of Ratification 

may be proposed by the Congress;  Provided that no Amend-

ment which may be made prior to the Year One thousand eight 

hundred and eight shall in any Manner affect the first and 

fourth Clauses in the Ninth Section of the first Article;  and that 
no State, without its Consent, shall be deprived of its equal Suf-

frage in the Senate. 

 

Article VI 

All Debts contracted and Engagements entered into, before the 

Adoption of this Constitution, shall be as valid against the 
United States under this Constitution, as under the Confedera-

tion. This Constitution, and the Laws of the United States which 

shall be made in Pursuance thereof;  and all Treaties made, or 

which shall be made, under the Authority of the United States, 

shall be the supreme Law of the Land;  and the Judges in every 

State shall be bound thereby, any Thing in the Constitution or 

Laws of any State to the Contrary not withstanding. The Sena-
tors and Representatives before mentioned, and the Members 

of the several State Legislatures, and all executive and judicial 

Officers, both of the United States and of the several States, shall 

be bound by Oath or Affirmation, to support this Constitution;  

but no religious Test shall ever be required as a Qualification to 

any Office or public Trust under the United States. 

 
Article VII 

The Ratification of the Conventions of nine States, shall be suffi-

cient for the Establishment of this Constitution between the 

States so ratifying the Same.  

 



AMENDMENTS TO  

THE CONSTITUTION 
 

The First Ten Amendments Are Called the  
Bill of Rights, Which Were Ratified in 1791 

 

Amendment I  

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of 

religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof;  or 

abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press;  or the 

right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition 
the Government for a redress of grievances. 

 

Amendment II 

A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of 

a free State, the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, 

shall not be infringed. 

 
Amendment III 

No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any 

house, without the consent of the Owner, nor in time 

of war, but in a manner to be 

prescribed by law. 

 
Amendment IV  

The right of the people to be 

secure in their persons, 

houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable 

searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no War-

rants shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by 

Oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place 
to be searched, and the persons or things to be seized. 

 

Amendment V 

No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or other-

wise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or indict-

ment of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising in the land or 
naval forces, or in the Militia, when in actual service in 

time of War or public danger;  nor shall any person be sub-

ject for the same offence to be twice put in jeopardy of life 

or limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal case to be a 

witness against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or 

property, without due process of law;  nor shall private 

property be taken for public use, without just compensa-
tion. 

 

Amendment VI 

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the 

right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of 

the State and district wherein the crime shall have been 

committed, which district shall have been previously as-
certained by law, and to be informed of the nature and 

cause of the accusation;  to be confronted with the wit-

nesses against him; to have compulsory process for ob-

taining witnesses in his favor, and to have the Assistance 

of Counsel for his defense. 

 
 

 

Amendment VII 

In Suits at common law, where the value in controversy 

shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall 
be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury, shall be other-

wise re-examined in any Court of the United States, than 

according to the rules of the common law. 

 

Amendment VIII 

Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines 
imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted. 

 

Amendment IX 

The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, 

shall not be construed to deny or disparage others re-

tained by the people. 

 
Amendment X 

The powers not delegated to the United States by the Con-

stitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to 

the States respectively, or to the people. 

 

Amendment XI  

The Judicial power of the United States shall not be con-
strued to extend to any suit in law or equity, commenced 

or prosecuted against one of the 

United States by Citizens of an-

other State, or by Citizens or 

Subjects of any Foreign State. 

 
Amendment XII  

The Electors shall meet in their 

respective states and vote by ballot for President and Vice

-President, one of whom, at least, shall not be an inhabi-

tant of the same state with themselves; they shall name in 

their ballots the person voted for as President, and in dis-

tinct ballots the person voted for as Vice-President, and 
they shall make distinct lists of all persons voted for as 

President, and of all persons voted for as Vice-President, 

and of the number of votes for each, which lists they shall 

sign and certify, and transmit sealed to the seat of the gov-

ernment of the United States, directed to the President of 

the Senate;--The President of the Senate shall, in the pres-
ence of the Senate and House of Representatives, open all 

the certificates and the votes shall then be counted;--the 

person having the greatest number of votes for President, 

shall be the President, if such number be a majority of the 

whole number of Electors appointed;  and if no person 

have such majority, then from the persons having the 

highest numbers not exceeding three on the list of those 
voted for as President, the House of Representatives shall 

choose immediately, by ballot, the President.  But in 

choosing the President, the votes shall be taken by states, 

the representation from each state having one vote;  a 

quorum for this purpose shall consist of a member or 

members from two-thirds of the states, and a majority of 

all the states shall be necessary to a choice.  And if the 
House of Representatives shall not choose a President 

whenever the right of choice shall devolve upon them, 

before the fourth day of March next following, then the 

Vice-President shall act as President, as in the case of the 

death or other constitutional disability of the President.--

The person having the greatest number of votes as Vice-



President, shall be the Vice-President, if such number be a 

majority of the whole number of Electors appointed, and if 

no person have a majority, then from the two highest num-
bers on the list, the Senate shall choose the Vice-President;  

a quorum for the purpose shall consist of two-thirds of the 

whole number of Senators, and a majority of the whole 

number shall be necessary to a choice. But no person con-

stitutionally ineligible to the office of President shall be 

eligible to that of Vice-President of the United States. 
 

Amendment XIII 

 

Section 1.  Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, ex-

cept as a punishment for crime whereof the party shall 

have been duly convicted, shall exist within the United 

States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction. 
 

Section 2.  Congress shall have power to enforce this arti-

cle by appropriate legislation. 

 

Amendment XIV 

 

Section 1.  All persons born or naturalized in the United 
States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens 

of the United States and of the State wherein they reside.  

No State shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge 

the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United 

States;  nor shall any State deprive any person of life, lib-

erty, or property, without due process of law;  nor deny to 
any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of 

the laws. 

 

Section 2.  Representatives shall be apportioned among 

the several States according to their respective numbers, 

counting the whole number of persons in each State, ex-

cluding Indians not taxed.  But when the right to vote at 
any election for the choice of electors for President and 

Vice President of the United States, Representatives in 

Congress, the Executive and Judicial officers of a State, or 

the members of the Legislature thereof, is denied to any of 

the male inhabitants of such State, being twenty-one years 

of age, and citizens of the United States, or in any way 
abridged, except for participation in rebellion, or other 

crime, the basis of representation therein shall be reduced 

in the proportion which the number of such male citizens 

shall bear to the whole number of male citizens 21 years of 

age in such State. 

 

Section 3.  No person shall be a Senator or Representative 
in Congress, or elector of President and Vice President, or 

hold any office, civil or military, under the United States, or 

under any State, who, having previously taken an oath, as a 

member of Congress, or as an officer of the United States, 

or as a member of any State legislature, or as an executive 

or judicial officer of any State, to support the Constitution 

of the United States, shall have engaged in insurrection or 
rebellion against the same, or given aid or comfort to the 

enemies thereof.  But Congress may by a vote of two-thirds 

of each House, remove such disability. 

 

 

 

Section 4.  The validity of the public debt of the United States, 

authorized by law, including debts incurred for payment of 

pensions and bounties for services in suppressing insurrec-
tion or rebellion, shall not be questioned.  But neither the 

United States nor any State shall assume or pay any debt or 

obligation incurred in aid of insurrection or rebellion against 

the United States, or any claim for the loss or emancipation of 

any slave;  but all such debts, obligations and claims shall be 

held illegal and void. 
 

Section 5.  The Congress shall have power to enforce, by leg-

islation, the provisions of this article. 

 

Amendment XV 

 

Section 1.  The right of citizens of the United States to vote 
shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any 

State on account of race, color, or previous condition of servi-

tude. 

 

Section 2.  The Congress shall have power to enforce this arti-

cle by appropriate legislation. 

 
Amendment XVI  

The Congress shall have power to lay and collect taxes on in-

comes, from whatever source derived, without apportionment 

among the several States, and without regard to any census of 

enumeration. 

 
Amendment XVII  

The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two 

Senators from each State, elected by the people thereof, for six 

years;  and each Senator shall have one vote.  The electors in 

each State shall have the qualifications requisite for electors 

of the most numerous branch of the State legislatures. When 

vacancies happen in the representation of any State in the 
Senate, the executive authority of such State shall issue writs 

of election to fill such vacancies:  Provided, That the legisla-

ture of any State may empower the executive thereof to make 

temporary appointments until the people fill the vacancies by 

election as the legislature may direct. This amendment shall 

not be so construed as to affect the election or term of any 
Senator chosen before it becomes valid as part of the Consti-

tution. 

 

Amendment XVIII 

 

Section 1.  After one year from the ratification of this article 

the manufacture, sale, or transportation of intoxicating liq-
uors within, the importation thereof into, or the exportation 

thereof from the United States and all territory subject to the 

jurisdiction thereof for beverage purposes is hereby prohib-

ited. 

 

Section 2.  The Congress and the several States shall have 

concurrent power to enforce this article by appropriate legis-
lation. 

 

Section 3.  This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have 

been ratified as an amendment to the Constitution by the leg-

islatures of the several States, as provided in the Constitution, 

within seven years from the date of the submission. 



Amendment XIX  

The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not 

be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State 
on account of sex. Congress shall have power to enforce 

this article by appropriate legislation. 

 

Amendment XX 

 

Section 1.  The terms of the President and Vice President 
shall end at noon on the 20th day of January, and the terms 

of Senators and Representatives at noon on the 3d day of 

January, of the years in which such terms would have 

ended if this article had not been ratified;  and the terms of 

their successors shall then begin. 

 

Section 2.  The Congress shall assemble at least once in 
every year, and such meeting shall 

begin at noon on the 3d day of Janu-

ary, unless they shall by law appoint 

a different day. 

 

Section 3.  If, at the time fixed for 

the beginning of the term of the 
President, the President elect shall 

have died, the Vice President elect 

shall become President.  If a Presi-

dent shall not have been chosen 

before the time fixed for the beginning of 

his term, or if the President elect shall have 
failed to qualify, then the Vice President 

elect shall act as President until a President 

shall have qualified;  and the Congress may 

by law provide for the case wherein nei-

ther a President elect nor a Vice Presi-

dent elect shall have qualified, declar-

ing who shall then act as President, 
or the manner in which one who is 

to act shall be selected, and such 

person shall act accordingly until a 

President or Vice President shall have qualified. 

 

Section 4.  The Congress may by law provide for the 
case of the death of any of the persons from whom the 

House of Representatives may choose a President when-

ever the right of choice shall have devolved upon them, 

and for the case of the death of any of the persons from 

whom the Senate may choose a Vice President whenever 

the right of choice shall have devolved upon them. 

 
Section 5.  Sections 1 and 2 shall take effect on the 15th of 

October following the ratification of this article. 

 

Section 6.  This article shall be inoperative unless it shall 

have been ratified as an amendment to the Constitution by 

the legislatures of three-fourths of the several States 

within seven years from the date of its submission. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Amendment XXI 

 

Section 1.  The eighteenth article of amendment to the Con-
stitution of the United States is hereby repealed. 

 

Section 2.  The transportation or importation into any State, 

Territory, or possession of the United States for delivery or 

use therein of intoxicating liquors, in violation of the laws 

thereof, is hereby prohibited. 
 

Section 3.  This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have 

been ratified as an amendment to the Constitution by conven-

tions in the several States, as provided in the Constitution, 

within seven years from the date of the submission hereof to 

the States by the Congress. 

 
Amendment XXII 

 

Section 1.  No person shall be elected 

to the office of the President more 

than twice, and no person who has 

held the office of President, or acted 

as President, for more than two years 
of a term to which some other person 

was elected President shall be elected 

to the office of the President more 

than once.  But this Article shall not 

apply to any person holding the office of 

President when this Article was proposed by 
the Congress, and shall not prevent any per-

son who may be holding the office of Presi-

dent, or acting as President, during the term 

within which this Article becomes operative 

from holding the office of President or act-

ing as President during the remainder of 

such term. 
 

Section 2.  This article shall be inop-

erative unless it shall have been rati-

fied as an amendment to the Constitution by the legisla-

tures of three-fourths of the several States within seven 

years from the date of its submission to the States by the 
Congress. 

 

Amendment XXIII 

 

Section 1.  The District constituting the seat of Government of 

the United States shall appoint in such manner as the Con-

gress may direct: A number of electors of President and Vice 
President equal to the whole number of Senators and Repre-

sentatives in Congress to which the District would be entitled 

if it were a State, but in no event more than the least populous 

State;  they shall be in addition to those appointed by the 

States, but they shall be considered, for the purposes of the 

election of President and Vice President, to be electors ap-

pointed by a State;  and they shall meet in the District and per-
form such duties as provided by the twelfth article of amend-

ment. 

 

Section 2.  The Congress shall have power to enforce this arti-

cle by appropriate legislation. 

 



Amendment XXIV 

 

Section 1.  The right of citizens of the United States to vote 
in any primary or other election for President or Vice 

President, for electors for President or Vice President, or 

for Senator or Representative in Congress, shall not be 

denied or abridged by the United States or any State by 

reason of failure to pay any poll tax or other tax. 

 
Section 2.  The Congress shall have power to enforce this 

article by appropriate legislation. 

 

Amendment XXV 

 

Section 1.  In case of the removal of the President from 

office or of his death or resignation, the Vice President 
shall become President. 

 

Section 2.  Whenever there is a vacancy in the office of the 

Vice President, the President shall nominate a Vice Presi-

dent who shall take office upon confirmation by a majority 

vote of both Houses of Congress. 

 
Section 3.  Whenever the President transmits to the Presi-

dent pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the 

House of Representatives his written declaration that he is 

unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office, 

and until he transmits to them a written declaration to the 

contrary, such powers and duties shall be discharged by 
the Vice President as Acting President. 

 

Section 4.  Whenever the Vice President and a majority of 

either the principal officers of the executive departments 

or of such other body as Congress may by law provide, 

transmit to the President pro tempore of the Senate and 

the Speaker of the House of Representatives their written 
declaration that the President is unable to discharge the 

powers and duties of his office, the Vice President shall 

immediately assume the powers and duties of the office as 

Acting President. Thereafter, when the Presi-

dent transmits to the President pro tem-

pore of the Senate and the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives his 

written declaration that no inability 

exists, he shall resume the powers 

and duties of his office unless the 

Vice President and a majority of 

either the principal officers of the 

executive department or of such 
other body as Congress may by law 

provide, transmit within four days 

to the President pro tempore of the 

Senate and the Speaker of the 

House of Representatives their 

written declaration that the Presi-

dent is unable to discharge the 
powers and duties of his office.  

Thereupon Congress shall decide 

the issue, assembling within forty-

eight hours for that purpose if not 

in session. If the Congress, within 

twenty-one days after receipt of the 

latter written declaration, or, if Congress is not in session, 

within twenty-one days after Congress is required to assem-

ble, determines by two-thirds vote of both Houses that the 
President is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his 

office, the Vice President shall continue to discharge the same 

as Acting President;  otherwise, the President shall resume 

the powers and duties of his office. 

 

Amendment XXVI 
 

Section 1.  The right of citizens of the United States, who are 

18 years of age or older, to vote shall not be denied or 

abridged by the United States or any State on account of age. 

 

Section 2.  The Congress shall have the power to enforce this 

article by appropriate legislation.  
 

Amendment XXVII 

 

No law, varying the compensation for the services of the Sena-

tors and Representatives, shall take effect, until an election of 

Representatives shall have intervened. 



THE FEDERALIST PAPERS 
 

In Defense of the Constitution, 1789-1791 

 

 

The Federalist Papers were written and published in several 

New York State newspapers to persuade New York voters to 

ratify the proposed Constitution. In total, the Federalist Pa-
pers consist of 85 essays outlining how this new government 

would operate and why this type of government was the best 

choice for the United States of America. All of the essays 

were signed "PUBLIUS" and the actual authors of some are 

under dispute. The general consensus is that Alexander 

Hamilton wrote fifty-two (52), James Madison wrote twenty-
eight (28), and John Jay contributed the remaining five (5). 

Listed here are several of the more well-known quotes cate-

gorized into topics. 

Benefit of All 

Was the American Revolution effected, was the 

American Confederacy formed, was the precious 

blood of thousands spilt, and the hard-earned 

substance of millions lavished, not that the peo-

ple of America should enjoy peace, liberty, and 
safety, but that the governments of the indi-

vidual States, that particular municipal estab-

lishments, might enjoy a certain extent of 

power and be arrayed with certain dignities and 

attributes of sovereignty? We have heard of the 

impious doctrine in the old world, that the peo-

ple were made for kings, not kings for the people. 
Is the same doctrine to be revived in the new, in 

another shape that the solid happiness of the 

people is to be sacrificed to the views of 

political institutions of a different form? 

The public good, the real welfare of the 

great body of the people, is the supreme 
object to be pursued; and that no form of 

government whatever has any other 

value than as it may be fitted for the 

attainment of this object.  Madison, 45  

 

Checks and Balances 

The regular distribution of power into distinct departments, 
the introduction of legislative checks and balances, the insti-

tution of courts composed of judges holding their offices dur-

ing good behavior, the representation of the people in the 

legislature by deputies of their own election — these are 

wholly new discoveries. They are means, and powerful 

means, by which the excellencies of republican government 

may be retained and its imperfections lessened or avoided.  
Hamilton, 9 

 

Corruption 

In republics, persons elevated from the mass of the commu-

nity by the suffrages of their fellow-citizens to stations of 

great pre-eminence and power may find compensations for 
betraying their trust, which, to any but minds actuated by 

superior virtue may overbalance the obligations of duty. 

Hamilton, 22  

Democracy v. Republic 

Democracies have ever been spectacles of turbulence and 

contention, they have ever been found incompatible with 
personal security or the rights of property, and they have 

in general been as short in their lives as they have been 

violent in their deaths. Politicians, who have patronized 

this species of government, have erroneously supposed 

that by reducing mankind to a perfect equality in their 

political rights, they would at the same time be perfectly 
equalized and assimilated in their possessions, opinions, 

and passions.  Madison, 10 

In a democracy the people meet and exercise the govern-
ment in person; in a republic they assemble and adminis-

ter it by their representatives and agents. A democracy, 

consequently, must be confined to a small spot. A republic 

may be extended over a large region. Madison, 14 

 

Economics 
It might be demonstrated that the most productive 

system of finance will always be the least bur-

densome.  Hamilton, 35 

 

Human Nature 

But what is government itself but the 

greatest of all reflections on human na-
ture? If men were angels, no govern-

ment would be necessary. If angels 

were to govern men, neither external 

nor internal controls on government 

would be necessary. In framing a gov-

ernment which is to be administered by 
men over men, the great difficulty lies 

in this: you must first enable the gov-

ernment to control the governed; 

and in the next place oblige it to 

control itself.  Hamilton, 51 

 

Why has government been insti-
tuted at all? Because the passions 

of men will not conform to the dic-

tates of reason and justice without con-

straint. Has it been found that bodies of 

men act with more rectitude or greater disinterestedness 

than individuals? The contrary of this has been inferred by 

all accurate observers of the conduct of mankind; and the 
inference is founded upon obvious reasons. Regard to 

reputation has a less active influence when the infamy of a 

bad action is to be divided among a number than when it 

is to fall singly upon one. Hamilton, 15  

 

Liberty 
Safety from external danger is the most powerful director 

of national conduct. Even the ardent love of liberty will, 

after a time, give way to its dictates. The violent destruc-

tion of life and property incident to war, the continual ef-

fort and alarm attendant on a state of continual danger, 

will compel nations the most attached to liberty to resort 

for repose and security to institutions which have a ten-
dency to destroy their civil and political rights. To be more 

safe, they at length become willing to run the risk of being 

less free. Hamilton, 8 

Alexander Hamilton 



Every man who loves peace, every man who loves his 

country, every man who loves liberty ought to have it ever 

before his eyes that he may cherish in his heart a due at-
tachment to the Union of America and be able to set a due 

value on the means of preserving it. Madison, 41 

 

Model for the World 

But why is the experiment of an extended republic to be 

rejected merely because it may comprise what is new? Is it 
not the glory of the people of America that, whilst they 

have paid a decent regard to the opinions of former times 

and other nations, they have not suffered a blind venera-

tion for antiquity, for custom, or for names, to overrule the 

suggestions of their own good sense, the knowledge of 

their own situation, and the lessons of their own experi-

ence? To this manly spirit posterity will be indebted for 
the possession, and the world for the example, of the nu-

merous innovations displayed on the American theater in 

favor of private rights and public happiness. Had no im-

portant step been taken by the leaders of the Revolution 

for which a precedent could not be discovered, no govern-

ment established of which an exact model did not 

present itself, the people of the United States 
might at this moment have been numbered 

among the melancholy victims of misguided 

councils, must at best have been laboring 

under the weight of some of those forms 

which have crushed the liberties of the rest 

of mankind. Happily for America, happily we 
trust for the whole human race, they pursued 

a new and more noble course. They accom-

plished a revolution which has no parallel 

in the annals of human society. They 

reared the fabrics of governments which 

have no model on the face of the globe. 

They formed the design of a great 
Confederacy, which it is incumbent 

on their successors to improve 

and perpetuate. Madison, 14  

 

Property 

In the general course of human nature, a power 
over a man's subsistence amounts to a 

power over his will.  

Hamilton, 79 

 

Recognition of God 

This country and this people seem to have been made for 

each other, and it appears as if it was the design of Provi-
dence that an inheritance so proper and convenient for a 

band of brethren, united to each other by the strongest 

ties, should never be split into a number of unsocial, jeal-

ous, and alien sovereignties. Jay, 2 

 

Rulers Reflect the People 

Where the whole power of the government is in the hands 
of the people, there is the less pretense for the use of vio-

lent remedies in partial or occasional distempers of the 

State. The natural cure for an ill administration in a popu-

lar or representative constitution is a change of men.  

Hamilton, 21 

 

Separation of Powers 

The accumulation of all powers, legislative, executive, and 

judiciary, in the same hands, whether of one, a few or 
many, and whether hereditary, self-appointed, or elective, 

may justly be pronounced the very definition of tyranny.  

Madison, 47 

 

State Rights 

The State legislatures, who will always be not only vigilant 
but suspicious and jealous guardians of the rights of the 

citizens against encroachments from the federal govern-

ment, will constantly have their attention awake to the 

conduct of the national rulers, and will be ready enough, if 

anything improper appears, to sound the alarm to the peo-

ple, and not only to be the voice, but, if necessary, the arm 

of their discontent.  Hamilton, 26  
 

Taxation 

It is a signal advantage of taxes on articles of consumption 

that they contain in their own nature a security against 

excess. They prescribe their own limit, which cannot be 

exceeded without defeating the end proposed -- 

that is, an extension of the revenue. When ap-
plied to this object, the saying is that, "in po-

litical arithmetic, two and two do not al-

ways make four." If duties are too high, 

they lessen the consumption, the col-

lection is eluded, and the product to the 

treasury is not so great as when they 
are confined within proper and moder-

ate bounds. Hamilton, 21 

 

Unalterable Constitution 

The important distinction so well under-

stood in America between a Constitution 

established by the people and unalter-
able by the government, and a law 

established by the government and 

alterable by the government, seems 

to have been little understood and less 

observed in any other country.   

Madison, 53  
 

War 

It is too true, however disgraceful it may 

be to human nature, that nations in general will make war 

whenever they have a prospect of getting anything by it; 

and, absolute monarchs will often make war when their 

nations are to get nothing by it, but for purposes and ob-
jects merely personal, such as a thirst for military glory, 

revenge for personal affronts, ambition, or private com-

pacts to aggrandize or support their particular families or 

partisans. These and a variety of other motives, which af-

fect only the mind of the sovereign, often lead him to en-

gage in wars not sanctified by justice or the voice and in-

terests of his people. Jay, 4  
 

The rights of neutrality will only be respected when they 

are defended by an adequate power. A nation, despicable 

by its weakness, forfeits even the privilege of being neu-

tral. Hamilton, 11  

John Jay 



While every part of our country feels an immediate and 

particular interest in union, all the parts combined cannot 

fail to find, in the united mass of means, greater strength, 
greater resource, proportionately greater security, and a 

less frequent interruption of their peace by foreign na-

tions... In this sense it is that your union ought to be consid-

ered as a main prop of your liberty, and that the love of the 

one ought to endear to you the preservation of the other… 

 
Parties Are Potent Engines 

All obstructions to the execution of the laws, all combina-

tions and associations, under whatever plausible character, 

with the real design to direct, control, counteract, or awe 

the regular deliberation and action of the constituted au-

thorities, are destructive of this fundamental principle, and 

of fatal tendency... They are likely to become potent engines, 
by which cunning, ambitious, and unprincipled men will be 

enabled to subvert the power of the people and to usurp for 

themselves the reins of government, destroying afterwards 

the very engines which have lifted them... 

 

The alternate domination of one faction over another, 

sharpened by the spirit of revenge, natural to party dissen-
sion, which in different ages and countries has perpe-

trated the most horrid enormities, is itself a 

frightful despotism. The disorders and miseries 

which result gradually incline the minds of 

men to seek security and repose in the abso-

lute power of an individual; and, sooner or 
later the chief of some prevailing faction, 

more able or more fortunate than his com-

petitors, turns this disposition to the pur-

poses of his own elevation, on the ruins of 

public liberty... The common and continual 

mischiefs of the spirit of party are suffi-

cient to make it the interest and duty 
of a wise people to discourage and 

restrain it. It agitates the commu-

nity with ill-founded jealousies 

and false alarms, kindles the 

animosity of one part against 

another, foments occasionally 
riot and insurrection... A fire not to 

be quenched, it demands vigilance to pre-

vent its bursting into a flame, lest, instead of 

warming, it should consume. 

 

Protect the Constitution 

To the efficacy and permanency of your Union, a govern-
ment for the whole is indispensable... This government, the 

offspring of our own choice, uninfluenced, adopted upon 

full investigation and mature deliberation, completely free 

in its principles, in the distribution of its powers, uniting 

security with energy, and containing within itself a provi-

sion for its own amendment, has a just claim to your confi-

dence and your support. Respect for its authority, compli-
ance with its laws, acquiescence in its measures, are duties 

enjoined by the fundamental maxims of true liberty. The 

basis of our political systems is the right of the people to 

make and to alter their constitutions of government. But 

the Constitution which at any time exists, till changed by an 

THE FAREWELL ADDRESS 
 

George Washington, September 19, 1796 

 

Salutation & Resignation 

Friends and Citizens — The period for a new election of a citi-

zen to administer the executive government of the United 

States being not far distant..., it appears to me that I should 
now apprise you of the resolution I have formed, to decline 

being considered among the number of those out of whom a 

choice is to be made... I will only say that I have, with good in-

tentions, contributed towards the organization and admini-

stration of the government the best exertions of which a very 

fallible judgment was capable… May heaven continue to you 
the choicest tokens of its beneficence, that your union and 

brotherly affection may be perpetual, that the free Constitution 

may be sacredly maintained, that its administration in every 

department may be stamped with wisdom and virtue, that the 

happiness of the people of these States, under the auspices of 

liberty, may be made complete... 

 
Warnings of a Parting Friend 

Here, perhaps, I ought to stop. But a solicitude for your 

welfare, which cannot end but with my life, and the 

apprehension of danger urge me, on an occasion 

like the present, to offer to your solemn contem-

plation, and to recommend to your frequent re-

view, some sentiments which are the result of 
much reflection, of no inconsiderable observa-

tion, and which appear to me all-important to the 

permanency of your felicity. These will be offered to 

you as warnings of a parting friend, who can possibly 

have no personal motive to bias his counsel… 

 
Unity Is a Necessity 

The unity of government which constitutes 

you one people is also now dear to you. It is 

justly so, for it is a main pillar in the edi-

fice of your real independence, the sup-

port of your tranquility at home, your 

peace abroad, of your safety, of your 
prosperity, of that very liberty which you 

so highly prize… It is of infinite moment that 

you should properly estimate the immense value 

of your national union, that you should cherish a 

cordial, habitual, and immovable attachment to it, accustoming 

yourselves to think and speak of it as of the palladium of your 
political safety and prosperity, watching for its preservation 

with jealous anxiety, discountenancing whatever may suggest 

even a suspicion that it can be abandoned, and indignantly 

frowning upon the first dawning of every attempt to alienate 

any portion of our country from the rest, or to enfeeble the 

sacred ties which now link together the various parts… 

 
The name of American must always exalt the just pride of patri-

otism more than any appellation derived from local discrimi-

nations. With slight shades of difference, you have the same 

religion, manners, habits, and political principles. You have in a 

common cause fought and triumphed together; the independ-

ence and liberty you possess are the work of joint counsels. 



explicit and authentic act of the whole people, is sacredly 

obligatory upon all. The very idea of the power and the right of 

the people to establish government presupposes the duty of 
every individual to obey the established government. 

 

It is important that the habits of thinking in a free country 

should inspire caution in those entrusted with its administra-

tion, to confine themselves within their constitutional spheres, 

avoiding in the exercise of the powers of one department to 
encroach upon another. The spirit of encroachment tends to 

consolidate the powers of all departments in one and to create a 

real despotism. A just estimate of that love of power, and prone-

ness to abuse it, which predominates in the human heart, is suf-

ficient to satisfy us of the truth of this position. The necessity of 

reciprocal checks in the exercise of power, by dividing and dis-

tributing it into different depositaries, and constituting each the 
guardian of the public weal against invasions by the others, has 

been evinced by experiments ancient and modern...  If, in the 

opinion of the people, the distribution of the constitutional 

powers be in any particular wrong, let it be corrected by an 

amendment in the way which the Constitution desig-

nates. But let there be no change by usurpation; for 

though this may be the instrument of good, it is the  
weapon by which free governments are destroyed.  

 

Religion and Morality Indispensable 

Of all the dispositions and habits 

which lead to political prosperity, 

religion and morality are indispensa-
ble supports. In vain would that man 

claim the tribute of patriotism, who should labor to 

subvert these great pillars of human happiness, 

these firmest props of the duties of men and citi-

zens. The mere politician, equally with the pious 

man, ought to respect and to cherish them. A vol-

ume could not trace all their connections with pri-
vate and public felicity... Let us with caution indulge 

the supposition that morality can be maintained 

without religion... Reason and experience both forbid 

us to expect that national morality can prevail in ex-

clusion of religious principle.  It is substantially true that 

virtue or morality is a necessary spring of popular gov-
ernment... Promote then, as an object of primary impor-

tance, institutions for the general diffusion of knowl-

edge. In proportion as the structure of a government 

gives force to public opinion, it is essential that public 

opinion should be enlightened. 

 

Avoid National Debt 
As a very important source of strength and security, cherish 

public credit. One method of preserving it is to use it as spar-

ingly as possible, avoiding occasions of expense by cultivating 

peace, but remembering also that timely disbursements to pre-

pare for danger frequently prevent much greater disburse-

ments to repel it, avoiding likewise the accumulation of debt, not 

only by shunning occasions of expense, but by vigorous exer-
tion in time of peace to discharge the debts which unavoidable 

wars may have occasioned, not ungenerously throwing upon 

posterity the burden which we ourselves ought to bear.  

 

 

 

Friends With All, Allies With None 

Observe good faith and justice towards all nations; culti-

vate peace and harmony. Religion and morality enjoin this 
conduct. Can it be that good policy does not equally enjoin 

it? Can it be that Providence has not connected the perma-

nent felicity of a nation with its virtue? In the execution of 

such a plan, nothing is more essential than that permanent 

antipathies against particular nations, and passionate at-

tachments for others, should be excluded; in place of them, 
just and amicable feelings towards all should be cultivated.  

 

The nation which indulges towards another a hatred or 

fondness is, in some degree, a slave. It is a slave to its ani-

mosity or to its affection, either of which is sufficient to 

lead it astray from its duty and its interest. The nation, 

prompted by ill-will and resentment, sometimes impels to 
war the government, contrary to the best calculations of 

policy. The government sometimes participates in the na-

tional propensity, and adopts through passion what reason 

would reject; at other times it makes the animosity of the 

nation subservient to projects of hostility instigated by 

pride, ambition, and other sinister and pernicious mo-

tives. The peace and perhaps the liberty of nations have 
been the victims… 

 

Against the insidious wiles of foreign influence, the 

jealousy of a free people ought to be constantly 

awake, since history and experience prove that 

foreign influence is one of the most baneful foes 
of republican government. The great rule of 

conduct for us in regard to foreign nations is in 

extending our commercial relations, but to 

have with them as little political connection as 

possible. [Other nations] have a set of primary 

interests which to us have none; or a very re-

mote relation. Hence, therefore, it must be un-
wise in us to implicate ourselves by artificial 

ties… Why forego the advantages of so peculiar a 

situation? Why quit our own to stand upon for-

eign ground? Why, by interweaving our destiny 

with that of any, entangle our peace and prosper-

ity? It is our true policy to steer clear of perma-
nent alliances with any portion of the foreign 

world… Taking care always to keep ourselves 

by suitable establishments on a respectable de-

fensive posture, we may safely trust to tempo-

rary alliances for extraordinary emergencies.  

 

Closing 
In the discharge of my official duties, I have been guided by 

the principles which have been delineated… With me a pre-

dominant motive has been to endeavor to gain time for our 

country to settle and mature its recent institutions, and to 

progress without interruption to that degree of strength 

and consistency which is necessary to give it, humanly 

speaking, the command of its own fortunes. Though, in re-
viewing my administration, I am unconscious of intentional 

error, I am nevertheless too sensible of my defects not to 

think it probable that I may have committed many errors. 

Whatever they may be, I fervently beseech the Almighty to 

avert or mitigate the evils to which they may tend. 
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