WHAT IS SO BAD
ABOUT SOCIALISM?
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Americans have been desensitized to the idea of socialism,
but it is a terrible and dangerous deception.

A Wise Woman Once Told Me

When I first began teaching in a private Christian school
after college in the early 90s, I knew very little about life,
about education, about my faith, and especially about
history and government. All I knew was that I wasn’t
making enough money to pay the bills for my new family.

So, one day, I marched down to the headmastet’s office to
complain about the high cost of our insurance premium.
The headmaster was out of the office that day, so I spoke
to his secretary. She was a sweet, godly woman who had
been at the school since its founding,.

I shared my complaint with her and then remarked, “I
guess this will all get better when we have government
healthcare.” President Bill Clinton was attempting to
“help” meet the medical needs of struggling Americans
(like me), by passing the Health Security Act, otherwise
known as “Hillary Care” (named after his wife).

The secretary’s response is still etched in my memory. “Oh
no,” she said. “We don’t want socialized medicine. That
would make things much worse.” Then, this wise woman
educated a rookie teacher on the evils of socialism.

I was both convicted and grateful that day. I was convicted
and ashamed of my ignorance. I had a lot to learn, and 1
wanted to do something about it. But, also, I was grateful
to the Lord, that He had led to me a place where even the
secretaries had a biblical and constitutional wotldview,
and they could explain the truth to me so clearly.

A government healthcare program that lowers
the cost of poor Americans’ insurance
premiums — that sounds like a good deal!
What could possibly be wrong here?

I will admit that it sounds good on paper, but
this is a terrible deception. But why? What’s so
bad about socialism? What’s the trick? And what
are the biblical and constitutional solutions to the
problems that socialism attempts to solve?

What Is Socialism?
First, let’s define socialism. What is it exactly? Here are

several definitions from various sources.

“Socialism is the ownership and control of the means
of production and distribution by the community as a
whole, usually through a centralized government. In
Marxist theory, it is the stage following capitalism in
the transition to communism.” Dictionary.com

“Socialism is the collective or governmental ownership
and administration of the means of production and
distribution of goods. There is no private property, but
the means of production are owned and controlled by
the State.”” Merriam-W ebster.com

“Socialism is the opposite of individualism.”
Henri de Saint-Simon, French Philosopher, 1760-1825

“Socialism is a government-run monopoly financed

with taxes, for nothing provided by government is
free. It is a poison that destroys prosperity, and the
biggest generator of poverty the world has ever seen.”
The Problen: with Socialism by Thomas Dil.orenzo, 2016

“Socialism is Communism-lite.”
Socialism by William J. Federer, 2020

“Socialism is a snake eating its own tail.”
The Naked Socialist by Paul Skousen, 2012

Notice the underlined words in these definitions —

community, collective, opposite of individualism, and

centralized government. They are all related to

Communism. Socialism is Communism-lite. But what does
that mean?

Socialism is a big government living
off of the work and wealth of
the people. The State
(meaning the federal
government), which of full
of leeches, drains the
treasury. These blood-
suckers enjoy and
squander the taxpayers’
money, while the masses
live in far less affluent
conditions and become more

impoverished every day.



Why Is Socialism So Bad?

Socialism is rooted in Marxism. It is part of the family of
Karl Marx (pictured). Marx was a German who denied his
Jewish faith and lived an angry, rebellious lifestyle. When
he studied under George Hegel (Hay-gull) at the University
at Berlin, he developed the desire to eradicate Christianity,
and he soon began publishing his Journal of Atheism.

Though married with children, Marx was a neglectful
husband and father, who squandered all their money. He
never held a job or office. He and his family lived in
poverty, sustained by the financial aid of others.

Marx convinced his friend, Friedrich Engels, that
communism was the answer to man’s problems. Together,
they became associated with an organization called the
Communist League. In 1847, the British chapter of the
League commissioned Marx and Engels to prepare a
document setting forth its philosophy and goals.

That document became known as the Commmunist Manifesto
(1848), explaining what they believe and how they practice
their beliefs.

The goals of Marx’s philosophy were to dethrone God and
destroy capitalism. Whatever God had established, Marx
wanted to destroy. While people often describe Marx as an
atheist, the truth is that Marx believed that God existed.
He simply rejected God’s authority and waged war against
Him. Such a hatred for God is not surprising, as Marx’s

infatuation with the demonic world is well-documented.

Marx claimed that capitalism was unfair, as it
produced inequality (degrees of wealth). Rich
capitalists (businessmen) acquire riches by
exploiting others, he thought. But these
arguments are deceptions masking

Marx’s real hang-up — that capitalism

is a biblically based economic system.

Marx identified the source of all man’s
problems, without God in the
picture, of course. To us that is
a simple quest. The problem is
sin. But in his mind, all the
wars between people, tribes,
and nations were fought over
property (i.e., land, resources,
wealth).

Thus, to end these struggles, his solution was to eliminate
the ownership of property. No property, no problems, he
thought. In fact, Marx wrote, “The theory of the
Communist (and socialist) can be summed up in the single
phrase — the abolition of property.”

By eliminating private, classes would cease to exist. Thus,
there would be equality and peace. Marx believed that the
State was necessary to oversee the process, to ensure
fairness and equity. Thus, in Marx’s communistic system,
the State owns and controls everyone and everything.

Okay, but what does this have to do with socialism?
Remember, socialism is rooted in Marxism. It’s part of the
Marxist family. Think of Communism as the big brother.
Socialism is the next oldest brother, then fascism, and
progressivism are the younger, little brothers. What’s the
difference? The difference is the amount of ownership and
control the State has over society.

For example, progressivism is the idea that State intervention,
or State control, is the path of progress. A fascist State is
one that does not own any businesses but controls them
through taxation and regulation. A socialist State is one that
owns a few key businesses and controls the rest. A

Communist State is one that owns and controls everything,

Since classic Communism has failed every time, advocates

are constantly creating new strands of Marxism (i.e.,

corporatism, communitarianism). But any Marxist system
is operated by a regime that controls people.

Marx identified the wrong problem — property —
so he also named the wrong solution —
elimination of property by State intervention.
However, as President Ronald Reagan said,
“Government is not the solution to our
prcblems. Government is the problem.”

Marxism Misses the Mark

We can already see how wicked
and dangerous Communism and

socialism are. Marx promoted the

lie of victimization, that people are
oppressed, and the only path to liberty

is to overthrow the oppressor. The way
to be happy and equal is to take what
others have so that everyone can be the same.
That’s equality in Marx’s worldview.



But every member of the Marxist family, including
socialism, misses the mark of God’s best for mankind.

How so?

First, Marx’s manifesto gives all control to the State, as if
the State were God, and man existed for the State. But we
know that man exists for God’s glory, not the State’s.
People have God-given rights, and God instituted the
State to protect those rights. Thus, man does not exist for
the State, but the State exists for man.

Second, Marx sabotaged the purpose and motivation to
work. God gave man the ability to work in order to meet
his needs. The reward for his labor is his property.
Therefore, property is an extension of a person and should
be protected. The Bible promotes the principle of private
property, as well as the State’s role to protect it.

Third, since the State has a legitimate purpose, we must
fund it to accomplish its responsibilities. Thus, taxes are
biblical. However, Marx’s progressive income tax (which is
what we have in the U.S.) is immoral. It is legalized theft
for the redistribution of wealth. The system does not
reward diligence or protect property. It promotes laziness,
irresponsibility, and dependence on the State.

Next, Marx assumed that the elimination of property and
classes would create a paradise, a utopia. He also assumed
that the State would not be corrupt (as man is basically
good). He was wrong. Corruption does not come with
property, but with people. Imperfect people will never
achieve perfection. We are redeemed by salvation through
Christ. Only He will achieve utopia when He returns.

Finally, Marxists must convince people that capitalism is
inadequate and evil. Thus, their propaganda portrays
capitalists as greedy and selfish, and capitalism is an
unjust system that produces inequality. But these are
deceptions. Because of sin, greed and selfishness will be
part of any system. Communism and socialism are

no exceptions.

So then, let’s return to our example of lower
insurance premiums with a government
healthcare program. One part of society calls
for lower costs, but it doesn’t realize that the
State must take money from one person to
subsidize, or offset, the cost to another. It is
simply redistribution of wealth — robbing
Peter to pay Paul.
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In the meantime, the State has access to unlimited
amounts of money and control, rigging the system in its
favor, to the detriment of the people. It’s a giant money-
laundering scheme. Also, in the name of equality (really
equity or sameness), the State has power over everyone.
However, as President Gerald Ford once said, “A
government big enough to give us everything we want is a
government big enough to take everything we have.”

Free stuff — whether it’s healthcare, housing, education,
transportation, food, or anything else — may sound good,
but there’s a cost to be paid; and that cost will not be paid
by the State. Rather the State will defer the cost to the
people in creative ways (like hidden taxes).

Since nothing is truly free, the people are paying for their
own entitlements. Though the rich pay for the poor, the
poor become greedier and more dependent, while the rich
grow less motivated to produce. In other words, socialism
is a great leveler, reducing all to poverty and dependence,
until all are ultimately controlled by the State. Remember,
socialism is a snake eating its own tail.

How Did Socialism Get to America?

Because free-market capitalism is biblically based and has
had such remarkable success in America, the enemy desires
to destroy it. However, the enemy has found it difficult to
turn capitalists into Communists overnight. Therefore,
Communists have had to use cunning strategies, and that’s
where the Communism’s siblings enter the scene —
socialism, fascism, progressivism, and others.

After Marx died in 1883, his followers established the
Fabian Society, named after the Roman General Fabius
“the Delayer,” who defeated his enemies gradually.

SOCIALISM ILLUSTRATED...




While Marx promoted a sudden, violent overthrow of the
State, Fabians opted for a quiet approach. Instead of
Marxism by revolution, they promoted Marxism by
evolution, a gradual takeover of the State from the inside.
Fittingly, the Fabian logo is a tortoise, and its coat of arms
is a wolf in sheep’s clothing,

No one understood this tactic better than Adolf Hitler
(pictured), who wrote, “The best way to take control of a
people is to take a little of their freedom at a time, to erode
rights by a thousand tiny, imperceptible reductions. In this
way, the people will not see their freedom being removed
until past the point at which these changes cannot be
reversed.” Like the frog boiling in the water, once he
figures out that he's in trouble, it’s too late.

While Fabians slowly advance their cause during good
times, their giant leaps have occurred during times of
crisis. Historically, rulers have found that people are
vulnerable during a crisis. Thus, politicians often say,
“Never let a good crisis go to waste.” Sometimes, crises
are unexpected. Sometimes, they are planned. Fither way,

crises allow Fabians to advance their cause more quickly.

When the Fabians came to Boston in 1895, they infiltrated
the Progressive Movement (1890-1920). The Progressive
Movement sought to “protect the little guy” by the State
regulating businesses. Soon, people believed that progress
could only happen if the federal government intervened.
But liberty thrives where there is less civil government, not
more. Even so, savvy Progressives steamrolled liberty,
making significant changes to the Constitution and
establishing several dangerous precedents.

For example, Progressives pushed for the
Sixcteenth Amendment establishing the income
tax, the FHighteenth Amendment prohibiting
alcohol, and the Federal Reserve Act
(1913), which seized control of the

nation’s money and gave it to private
international bankers. In other words,

the State was expanding rapidly.

From there, Fabians moved Americans
into a welfare scenario, forcing them to
become dependent on the State. They
only needed a financial collapse,
which came in 1929, when the

Stock Market crashed.

Soon, America’s economy was reeling in a Great
Depression (1930s). During and after World War 11,
Fabians infiltrated the federal government and devised
multiple crises to move us towards socialism. Today, most
Americans have never heard of the Fabians, yet they are
quietly planning our demise.

Liberty Is the Solution

So then, back to our example of insurance premiums.
What is the biblical and constitutional answer to lower
healthcare costs? It’s not socialism. In fact, we must
reverse the course of socialism and return to a limited,
constitutional federal government that protects private
property and encourages free-market competition.

A federal government that stays within its constitutional
boundaries would not offer the entitlements it does, and
thus it would not spend the money that it does. Therefore,
a smaller government would mean less taxes.

Second, if the federal government would get out of the
healthcare business, medical and insurance prices would
come down drastically. When taxpayer money is being
used to subsidize or offset prices, there is always waste,
fraud, and bloated costs. Hospitals, doctors, and
pharmaceutical companies can charge what they will
because politicians will pay for it. It’s not their money after
all. Why should they care how high the prices are?

Third, with government staying in its constitutional lane

and getting out of the healthcare business (except to

protect people from unlawful activity), it should encourage

free-market competition. With more hospitals, more

doctors, and more medical and insurance companies vying

for our business, they will have to offer a better service

at a lower rate. Liberty always breeds competition,

and competition always breeds better products at
better prices.

Socialism is not the answer, nor any State
intervention for that matter, other than making
sure people are not taken advantage of by
corruption, fraud, or theft. Those who are
selling socialism as a good idea are scam
artists. Let’s not be so naive. Let’s not
be the boiling frog; rather let us
leap out of the pot and keep our
freedom!

Many of these comments are from
Worldview Matters, Ferguson, 2022



