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A Great Trust 
Titus 1:1-16 
 
 
Today in Your Reading 
The Apostle Paul wrote a letter to Titus, whom 
he left in Crete to set in order the churches 
there (v.5). Crete is an island just south of 
Greece in the Mediterranean Sea. Like Timothy, 
Titus was Paul’s friend and co-laborer, highly 
trusted and given important responsibilities. It 
is likely that Paul led Titus to Christ (v.4).  
 
Paul wrote this letter to Titus while in prison in 
Rome (62-64 AD), awaiting his verdict from 
Caesar. He directed Titus to appoint elders in 
every city or church (v.5). Elders comprise one 
of two church offices, the other being deacons. 
Together they meet the spiritual and physical 
needs of the church body. Notice there is a 
plurality of elders, not just one. Elders are 
overseers, stewards, managers, and pastors of 
the church (v.7). We can deduce three of their 
responsibilities from this letter — that of leading 
(v.5), teaching (v.9), and protecting (v.9). 
 
Since elders are given oversight of God’s 
church, they must be men of character and 
integrity (v.6). Thus, Paul listed some of the 
qualifications necessary for elder candidates 
(v.6-10). Notice that these qualifications are 
more about the type of man he is, not about 
what he can do. While the world emphasizes 
talents, strengths, and abilities, God emphasizes 
the quality of a man — his heart, his disposition, 
his attitudes, his motives, and his lifestyle. 
 
Regarding an elder’s abilities, he must be able 
to “exhort in sound doctrine and refute those 
who contradict” (v.9). In other words, elders 
must be doctrinally sound, first having a 
knowledge of God’s Word and theology, then 
having the ability to teach or explain it to 
others. Thus, these men must have their life, 
character, and theology examined, to see if they 
qualify. Since Paul did not prescribe a means to 
do that, each church is free to establish ways to 
ensure that their elders meet the qualifications. 
 

Why did Paul make such a big deal about elders 
and their qualifications? He knew their task 
would be difficult and demanding. For example, 
their priority would be to confront and silence 
false teachers, greedy “rebellious men, empty 
talkers who were teaching things they should 
not teach” (v.11). These men needed to be 
“reproved severely for turning away from the 
truth” (v.13, 14). Paul said, “They professed to 
know God, but they deny Him by their deeds” 
(v.16). It would take strong godly men to battle 
such worthless, demonic forces. 
 
Daily Reflection 
In his greeting, Paul wrote that he had been 
entrusted with God’s Word, “according to the 
commandment of God our Savior” (v.3). It was 
his responsibility to ensure that the gospel was 
shared without interference or distortion. Thus, 
he passed that trust to Titus and positioned him 
in Crete to carry on the work. Now, he tasked 
Titus to convey that trust to men of high quality 
(elders), to protect God’s people from enemies. 
 
Has your church followed Paul’s instructions to 
Titus and appointed godly men (plural) to 
oversee or steward God’s people? How so? 
 
How do you select and examine these men, to 
ensure that they are qualified and vetted to 
serve? 
 
At our church, the congregation identifies godly 
men who aspire to Eldership. A mentoring team 
leads them through a lengthy study of biblical 
Eldership. Then, these men (and their wives) 
endure several interviews, including a doctrinal 
defense, all the while being mentored by three 
Elders. Finally, these men join the Elder 
meetings for a year before being recommended, 
affirmed, and commissioned by the church. 
 
The church is anchored by godly men. Knowing 
more about what elders are tasked by God to 
do, you can better understand how much they 
need your prayer and encouragement.  

BiAY.org | Daily Reflections NT 
BiAY Bites — Commentary 



A People for His Own Possession 
Titus 2:1-15 
 
 
Today in Your Reading 
In contrast to the opening of Paul’s letter to 
Titus, in which he stressed the need for elders 
to combat false teachers, Paul now exhorted 
Titus to teach things that are “fitting for sound 
doctrine” (v.1, 15). Sound doctrine refers to 
those things that are healthy and beneficial to 
the church. The result in the lives of God’s 
people is godly character and good works. What 
follows are examples of the difference Christ 
makes in the lives of His followers. 
 
First, Paul instructed older people (empty 
nesters) to be good role models for younger 
Christians (v.2-3). He addressed both their 
character and actions. Second, Paul instructed 
younger men and women to avoid any attitude 
or activity that would “dishonor the word of 
God” (v.4-5), showing themselves to be 
“examples of good deeds,” so that “the 
opponent would have nothing bad to say about 
them” (v.6-8). In other words, Paul expected 
young believers to live a life of integrity, to be 
above reproach (v.8). 
 
Third, Paul instructed bondslaves or indentured 
servants (employees today) to act in such a way 
that would “adorn the doctrine of God our 
Savior in every respect” (v.9-10). Our behavior 
and performance in the workplace should 
display the beauty of the gospel and attract 
others to the difference that Christ can make in 
their lives. 
 
The reason that God’s people should act this 
way, Paul said, is that “the grace of God has 
appeared and brought salvation to us all” 
(v.11). Salvation has changed us from what we 
were to what we are. We no longer entertain 
“worldly desires, but rather deny ungodliness 
and live sensibly and righteously in this present 
age” (v.12). In the meantime, we look forward 
to that “blessed hope” of Christ’s return, “the 
appearing of the glory of our Savior” (v.13). 
 

Daily Reflection 
Christ has made all the difference in our lives. 
“He gave Himself for us,” Paul wrote, “to 
redeem us from every lawless deed and purify” 
us from our sins (v.14). Why did He do that? He 
made for Himself “a people for His own 
possession,” people who would demonstrate this 
internal change externally. He transformed 
sinners to be His witnesses in the world, to 
speak of the glorious transformation, so that 
others might come to Him in salvation. 
 
As a result of His grace and what He has done 
for us, we (the Church) are “zealous for good 
deeds” (v.14). Our salvation and redemption, 
which Christ secured for us, motivate us to do 
those things that bring attention to Him, not to 
ourselves. To be zealous means to have a 
burning desire or passion. In a world in which 
people have a passion for so many things that 
have no eternal significance, Christ has earned, 
by His death, “a people for His possession,” who 
would have a burning desire to glorify Him in all 
they do. 
 
Would you say that you are zealous for good 
works? Why or why not? 
 
Re-read the verse(s) that relate to your age 
group (v.2-8). How are you doing exemplifying 
what God expects of you? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

BiAY.org | Daily Reflections NT 
BiAY Bites — Commentary 



Saved for Good Deeds 
Titus 3:1-15 
 
 
Today in Your Reading 
We completed Paul’s short letter to Titus. He 
ended with several reminders (v.1), all of which 
could be summarized by the theme of good 
deeds or godly living. The word deeds is used 
four times in this passage. Good deeds or good 
works are a byproduct of a life that has been 
changed by Christ (v.7). 
 
The first mention of good deeds is in the context 
of our relationship with others, especially to 
rulers or authorities (v.1-3). Although we may 
have been disobedient, malicious, envious, or 
hateful before following Christ, now we are 
submissive, gentle, peaceable, and considerate 
to all people. Christ has changed our view of 
them. Since they are valuable in His eyes, 
created in His image, as we are, then they 
should be valuable in our eyes as well. Our love 
for God will be evident in our love for others. 
 
The second mention of good deeds is in the 
context of the unity of the church (v.8-10). 
Christians are to engage in those things that are 
“good and profitable for all men” (v.8). By 
contrast, what is not good and profitable is to 
engage in “foolish controversies, strife, or 
disputes about the Law (Scripture), for that is 
unprofitable and worthless” (v.9). These 
activities are not beneficial to the unity of the 
church, but rather they cause division. Those 
who are intentionally stirring up factions 
(warring sides) are to be rejected (v.10-11). 
 
The third mention of good deeds is in the 
context of meeting the needs of others (v.13-
14). “Our people,” Paul wrote, “must learn to 
engage in good deeds to meet pressing needs, 
so that they will not be unfruitful” (v.14). He 
wrote this exhortation in connection with Zenas 
and Apollos. The churches in Crete were asked 
to help them “on their way, so that they would 
lack nothing” (v.13). While it is natural to think 
only of our own needs, that is unfruitful. 
Christians are to be mindful of others (to be 
unselfish) and look for ways to bless them. 

Daily Reflection 
Of course, though we have been saved for good 
deeds, our works do not save us. Our salvation 
is a result of “the kindness of God and His love 
for mankind” (v.4). Paul continued, “He saved 
us not on the basis of deeds which we have 
done” (v.5), but by His mercy and the deeds 
which He has done. Because of Christ, God has 
“washed us, regenerated us, and renewed us by 
the Holy Spirit” (v.5), which has made us new 
creatures in Him (2 Cor. 5:17). Because of His 
good deeds towards us, we now engage in good 
deeds for Him towards others. 
 
Take a minute to read Titus 2:14; Ephesians 
2:10; 2 Timothy 3:17; and James 2:14-20. 
 
Clearly, good deeds are to be our response to 
the good work of Christ in us. But what is 
required of us to do good deeds for others? 
 
When you consider what you do in an average 
day or week, what good deeds are evident?  
 
What percentage of your actions are for the 
benefit of others? 
 
As we close Paul’s letter to Titus, consider 
praying these words: 
 
God, in all I do, and every word I say, 
Let me be your hands and caring voice today. 
Let me ponder oft’ of meeting others’ needs 
And glorify Your name in all my selfless deeds. 
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