
 

A PRIEST AND KING
December 8, 2025 | Genesis 14:1-20; Heb. 5:6; 6:20; 7:1-17

Melchizedek 

    
In Genesis 13, Abraham and his nephew, Lot, had become so prosperous that “the land could
not sustain them, and they were not able to remain together” (v.6). Thus, Lot chose the valley of
the Jordan River, the location of Sodom and Gomorrah (v.10), and Abraham remained in
Canaan (v.12).

Several years later, there was a great war among the kings of the land, and the people of Sodom,
including Lot and his family, were kidnapped (Gen. 14:1-12). Abraham and his trained men
pursued and defeated the conquering kings and brought back all the people of Sodom (v.14-16).

After his victory, Abraham was confronted by another king named Melchizedek (pronounced
Mel-kiz-eh-deck). Here's what the Bible says about him.
 
“Melchizedek, King of Salem, brought out bread and wine. He was a priest of God Most High.
He blessed Abraham and said, ‘Blessed be Abraham of God Most High, possessor of heaven
and earth, and blessed be God Most High who has delivered your enemies into your hand.’ He
(Abraham) gave him (Melchizedek) a tenth of all he had.” Genesis 14:18-20

The Messiah
 
There are two other references in Scripture about Melchizedek, which help us identify and relate
to this man.

First, Melchizedek is mentioned in Psalm 110, in which David wrote about the Messiah, the
Promised One.
 
“The Lord (God the Father) says to my Lord (Jesus, the Messiah), ‘Sit at my right hand until I



make your enemies a footstool for Your feet.’ The Lord (God the Father) will stretch forth Your
strong scepter from Zion, saying, ‘Rule in the midst of Your enemies.’ The Lord (God the
Father) has sworn and will not change His mind, saying, ‘You (Messiah) are a priest forever
according to the order of Melchizedek.” Psalm 110:1-2, 4
 
This psalm tells us that the Messiah, Jesus, will be both a king and a priest. He will have a
scepter (symbol of authority), his throne will be in Zion (the heavenly city, Rev. 14:1), and He
will rule over His enemies. He will also be an eternal priest according to the order of (or lineage
of) Melchizedek, referring to the mysterious man in Genesis 14. Remember, Melchizedek was
both a king and a priest.

The second mention of Melchizedek is found in the book of Hebrews, in which the writer
pointed out the superiority of Christ to several aspects of Judaism (the religion of the Jews). For
example, in Chapters 5-7, he focused on Christ’s priesthood.

The Old Testament Levitical priesthood was established by God during the exodus ( Lev. 8-9).
Aaron (Moses’ brother) and his sons were the first consecrated priests. Therefore, all of the
priests descended from Aaron’s lineage. They are considered priests “in the order of Aaron.”

But Christ is superior to those priests. He is a priest in the order of Melchizedek, who lived long
before Aaron, and therefore supersedes the Levitical priesthood (Heb. 5:6; 6:20; 7:17 ).
Furthermore, Aaron and all those priests to follow were fallible men, who lived short lives and
had to offer sacrifices for their own sin. Their priesthood was imperfect.

In contrast, the priesthood of the Messiah (Jesus) will be human, but also of God. It will not be
short-lived, but eternal; and it will not be hindered by His own sin, for He had none.

In other words, Jesus’ priesthood was perfect, far superior to the Levitical priesthood; and His
sacrifice for sin will be complete, for He sacrificed Himself once for all, when He was crucified
on the cross.

But wait. How is that possible? Wasn’t Melchizedek just a man? No, he wasn’t. Let’s take a
closer look.

The author of Hebrews pointed out that Melchizedek had “no father and no mother, and no
genealogy. Therefore, he had neither beginning of days nor end of life” (Heb. 7:3).

In other words, Melchizedek was not human only, but divine, meaning that he was a theophany.
A theophany is an Old Testament appearance of God in a visible or audible display. In this case,
Melchizedek was an Old Testament picture of Christ. How so? Consider some of the details that
we know.

The name Melchizedek literally means “king of righteousness,” a name that we ascribe to Jesus.
He was also called the King of Salem, which means “peace” (Heb. 7:2). Jesus is the Prince of
Peace (Isa. 9:6). Melchizedek was a king, and Jesus will be the King of Kings ( Rev. 19:16).

Melchizedek was also a priest, a mediator between God and men. Jesus, too, is our Great High



Priest, our perfect mediator (1 Tim. 2:5). Since Jesus is eternal, the Bible says, “He remains a
priest perpetually,” meaning forever (Heb. 7:3).

Melchizedek was certainly a mysterious character, but to Abraham he was a great
encouragement, an affirmation of his faith in God. This king-priest also communed with him.
Notice that Melchizedek brought bread and wine, that he blessed Abraham, and that Abraham
gave him an offering (tithe).

As the author of Hebrews wrote, “It is always the lesser that is blessed by the greater” ( Heb.
7:7). Melchizedek was God in the flesh, and Abraham met and worshiped Him.

But what does any of this have to do with us? We have the perfect, eternal King-Priest as our
mediator before God, to advocate on our behalf. Consider this passage from Hebrews.
 
“It was fitting for us to have such a high priest, holy, innocent, undefiled, separated from sinners
and exalted above the heavens, who does not need daily, like those high priests, to offer up
sacrifices, first for His own sins and then for the sins of the people, because this He did once for
all when He offered up Himself. Every priest stands daily offering the same sacrifices, which
can never take away sins. But He, having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, sat down at
the right hand of God… By one offering, He has perfected for all time those who are
sanctified.” Hebrews 7:26-27; 10:11, 14
 
What Child is this in the manger? He is Melchizedek, the King and Priest who perfected us for
eternity.

Ponder and Pray

Why would God go to such lengths as to send someone like Melchizedek to Abraham 2500
years before Jesus arrived?

Pray and thank God for Jesus our perfect King-Priest, your mediator who reconciled to the
Father forever.
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website at BiAY.org.
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