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Jacob and Esau

Once God identified a man (Abraham) and his family to be the genesis of His chosen people (or

nation), it was just a matter of time before all of God’s promises to him were fulfilled.

The fulfillment began with a son of his own named Isaac ( Gen. 18:1-15; 21:1-3). Isaac not only
inherited his father’s wealth, but he also inherited the promises of God (Gen. 25:11; 26:1-5).

Isaac and his wife, Rebekah, eventually had twin sons — Esau and Jacob ( Gen. 25:19-26). The
boys were literally born seconds apart and joined together at birth (Jacob was grabbing Esau’s
heel).

To say that these boys created drama in the family would be an understatement. It was
prophesied of Esau (the older) that he would serve his younger brother, Jacob, and it was true.
Jacob constantly vied for an edge over Esau, even deceiving Esau of his birthright and his father
of Esau’s blessing (Gen. 25:27-34, 27).

Because of Jacob’s deception and theft, Esau vowed to kill his brother ( Gen. 27:41). To protect
Jacob, Rebekah sent him away to her brother, Laban, until Esau’s anger subsided (Gen. 25:42-
26:5). Thus, Jacob’s evil actions split his family. Little did he know that he would never see his

mother again.

Jacob's Dream

Jacob set out from his family on a long journey to the north. He had nothing with him but what
he could carry. One evening, as the sun was setting, he found a place to sleep. He took a stone

and put it under his head as a pillow (Gen. 28:11). That night, he had a mysterious dream.



“Behold, a ladder was set on the earth with its top reaching to heaven; and angels of God were
ascending and descending on it. The Lord stood above it and said, ‘I am the Lord, the God of
your father Abraham and the God of Isaac. The land on which you lie, I will give it to you and

to your descendants."

The voice continued, “Your descendants will be like the dust of the earth..., and in you and your
descendants shall the families of the earth be blessed. Behold, I am with you and will keep you

wherever you go and will bring you back to this land."

Then Jacob awoke and said, "Surely the Lord is in this place, and I did not know it." He was
afraid and said, "How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God and the
gate of heaven.” Genesis 28:10-17

First of all, notice that God reaffirmed His promises to Abraham and to Isaac. Jacob’s

descendants will be numerous, and they will inherit the land of Canaan.

God also restated that Jacob’s descendants would bless all the families of the earth. Here, again,
is a foreshadowing of the Messiah, who would come from the line of Abraham, Isaac, and

Jacob. He, indeed, was (and is) a blessing to all mankind.

But there is much more to Jacob’s dream than an affirmation of God’s promises. Notice the

details of the dream itself. It is another picture of salvation.

The very gate of heaven, the house or temple of God (where He dwells), opens up, and the Lord
(God the Father) stands at the gate. Furthermore, He lowers a ladder (or stairway) to earth,

making a way for people to ascend it and enter heaven.

Jesus and the Ladder

Because of our sin, there is nothing we can do to reach heaven (remember the Tower of Babel),
so the God of heaven has made a way for us to be with Him. The ladder, then, is His means for

us to be saved. It is the connection, or go-between, heaven and earth, God and man.

That ladder, or connection, sounds a lot like a mediator, someone who represents and reconciles
two estranged parties. Jesus, of course, is our perfect mediator, representing both God and

humanity in Himself (/ Tim. 2:5). He, indeed, has made a way for us to be with God in heaven.

In John 1, when Jesus saw a man named Nathanael, He called him by name ( v.47). Nathanael
asked how Jesus knew him. Jesus said, “When you were under the fig tree, [ saw you” (v.48).
Since Jesus was (and is) God, He sees all things, even Nathanael, when no one else was around.
Nathanael responded with amazement, but Jesus told him that he would soon see even greater
things (v.49-50).

Then, Jesus said something profound, “Truly, I say to you, you will see the heavens opened and
the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man,” which was a name He often
used for Himself (v.517).




Remember Jacob’s dream? He saw heaven opened and the angels ascending and descending on
the ladder. But here, Jesus said that the angels are ascending and descending on Him. In other

words, Jesus is Jacob’s Ladder!

Jesus is the connection between heaven and earth, between God and mankind. He is the only

way to heaven, the only way to be with God forever. He is our salvation!

God must make a way for us because there is no way for us to earn it ourselves. “For by grace
are you saved, through faith,” Paul wrote, “and that not of yourselves, but it’s a gift of God, so
that no one should boast” (Eph. 2:8-9).

Remember Jacob’s situation? He had deceived his brother out of his birthright. He had deceived
his father and stolen his brother’s blessing. He was a rotten character, a schemer, who had
divided his family. He was running for his life. He had nothing with him. He was afraid and

lonely. He had brought ruin on everyone and everything.

Jacob is a picture of our depravity and destitution. We are nothing in the eyes of God. We have
nothing to offer Him. We only mess things up. We cannot achieve holiness or righteousness. We
could never merit entrance into heaven, much less forgiveness of sin or eternal life. We need
help.

It was when Jacob was back flat in the dirt, lost in the middle of nowhere, afraid, lonely, and
thinking he had ruined everything, that God reached out to him, extended grace and mercy, and

offered him hope.

What Child is this in the manger? He is Jacob’s Ladder, God’s gift to humanity and the only

way to heaven.

Ponder and Pray

How has God redeemed your inadequacies?

Thank the Lord that He can use you, like Jacob, despite your failures.

Have you missed some days?
Click here to access previously emailed devotions.

The reading plan and devotions were developed by Aaron Ferguson, one of our Elders and author of the  Study Guide and
Daily Reflections for the One Year Chronological Reading of the Bible and the New Testament. For more details, visit his

website at BiAY.org.

000600

Henderson Hills Baptist Church | 1200 East I-35 Frontage Road | Edmond, OK 73034 US


https://www.biay.org/countdown-to-christmas/hhbc-bible-reading-plan-2025/
https://www.biay.org/
https://www.facebook.com/HendersonHills
https://www.instagram.com/hhbcok/
https://www.hhbc.com
https://www.youtube.com/c/HendersonHills

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice



https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice

	JACOB'S LADDER

