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The Name of God

No other word is more important to us than our name. In a world of words, nothing gets our
attention more quickly than when we hear our name. We are conditioned from birth to respond

to it. Our name has meaning, value, and purpose.

Names are powerful. When we hear a name, it conjures up an image, characteristic, or memory
of that person, place, or thing. Say the name of your parents, spouse, or children. What comes to
mind? Say the names of Moses, David, or Paul. What comes to mind? Say your name. What

now?

So much of who we are is tied to our name. But what about God’s name? Though God spoke to
Adam, Noah, Abraham, and others, they referred to Him as God. No one ever asked His name,
until Moses.

When Moses met with God at the burning bush, he asked for God’s name. God said to Moses, “I
am who I am. Thus, you shall say to them, “I Am has sent me to you” (Ex. 3:13-14). In Hebrew,

the phrase God used was ehyeh asher ehweh.

The word ehweh is the first-person singular verb to be. It’s another form of Yahweh (or
YHWH, since the Jews do not use vowels). God’s name is YHWH — I Am.

The Great I Am

Is the name YHWH (I Am) only in the Old Testament? No, Jesus connected Himself to [ Am.

While debating the Jewish leaders in John 10, Jesus made the claim, “I and the Father are one”

(v.30). By making such a bold statement, Jesus was claiming to be equal to the God of the Old



Testament, not just a messenger of God, but God in the flesh, having the same power.

Also, by referring to God as His Father, Jesus was claiming to be God’s Son, the Messiah or
Chosen One. Then, by claiming to be sent by the Father, Jesus indicated that He existed before

coming to earth.

Jesus truly was (and is) the Great I Am. The people knew the severity of such a statement
(blasphemy), so they threatened to kill Him.

But that was not the only time Jesus identified Himself as I Am. Earlier, in John 8, Jesus was
speaking to the people about Abraham. He made this statement, “Your father Abraham rejoiced

to see My day, and he saw it and was glad” (v.56).

The people responded, “You are not yet fifty years old. Have you seen Abraham?” Jesus
replied, “Truly I say to you, before Abraham was born, I Am” (v.57-58). The people picked up

stones to throw at Him. They knew that Jesus was claiming to be God.

But Jesus regularly made “I Am statements,” seven in fact. First, Jesus said, “I Am the bread of
life. He who comes to Me will not hunger...” (Jn. 6:35, 41, 48, 51 ). He had just fed 5000
people, and He connected Himself to the manna that their forefathers ate in the wilderness (v.49-
50).

Second, Jesus said, “I Am the light of the world. He who follows Me will not walk in the
darkness but will have the light of life” (Jn. 8:12; 9:5).

Third, Jesus said, “I Am the door. If anyone enters through Me, he will be saved...” ( Jn. 10:7,
9).

Fourth, Jesus said, “I Am the Good Shepherd, who lays His life down for the sheep. I know my
own, and My own know Me” (Jn. 10:11, 14).

Fifth, before Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, He said, “I Am the resurrection and the life.

He who believes in Me will live even if he dies...” (Jn. 11:25).

Next, Jesus said, “I Am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father but through
Me” (Jn. 14:6). Jesus is the only way to be saved from sin. There is salvation in no one else
(Acts 4:12).

Finally, Jesus said, “I Am the true vine...” ( Jn. 15:1, 5), meaning that we are dependent on

Christ. Without Him, we can do nothing. We are inadequate.

The night that Jesus was arrested in the Garden of Gethsemane, He asked the guards whom they
were seeking. When they said, “Jesus of Nazareth,” He responded by saying, “I Am He.” At the
name of I Am, the guards fell to the ground (Jn. 18.1-6).

This event is an indication that Jesus’ arrest and death were voluntary, not coerced. The God of

the universe allowed Himself to be handled and killed by men.




Why Does It Matter?

We can learn a great deal about God from His name.

For example, the word ehweh in Hebrew is an active expression of being, meaning that God is
present with His people. God is personal. He sees, hears, and knows what we are facing, and He
can speak into it (Ex. 3:2-9).

Second, the name I Am expresses the truth that God is self-existent and self-sufficient. He does
not need or rely upon anyone or anything. Likewise, His plans are not contingent upon others.
He exists outside of time, space, and human will, and therefore does what He pleases (Isa.
46:10).

Third, God is constant and unchangeable. “He is the same yesterday, today, and tomorrow”
(Mal. 3:6). In Revelation 1:8, the Lord said, “I Am the Alpha and the Omega...” God has
always been, and He will always be. He is reliable. “Those who know His name can trust Him”
(Ps. 9:10).

God’s Name separates Him from all other gods. “For I Am God,” He says, “and there is no
other. I Am God, and there is no one like Me...” (Isa. 46:9-10).

There are 1000 names for God, but most of them are names others have given to Him. The name
YHWH or I Am is unique. It is the name that He calls Himself.

Thus, His name is special, so special that Jews would not speak it or write it. They used other
names like Elohim (God), Adonai (Lord), or Jehovah. When scribes respectfully referred to the
name | Am in Scripture, they wrote it in all CAPS as LORD.

Do we give God’s name that kind of respect? It is special, unmatched, and holy. How should we

respond? Perhaps, we should fall down before Him like Moses or the men in Gethsemane (EXx.

3:3-6).

His name is “the name above all names, so that at His name, every knee will bow...” ( Phil. 2:9,

10). If we will bow to God’s name then, why not start now?

What Child is this in the manger? He is the Great I Am, the LORD of heaven and earth — the

one True God.

Ponder and Pray
Does your speech demonstrate respect for God's name?

When you pray, you are in the very presence of I Am. How should you respond?

Have you missed some days?

Click here to access previously emailed devotions.



https://www.biay.org/countdown-to-christmas/hhbc-bible-reading-plan-2025/

The reading plan and devotions were developed by Aaron Ferguson, one of our Elders and author of the ~ Study Guide and

Daily Reflections for the One Year Chronological Reading of the Bible and the New Testament. For more details, visit his

website at BiAY.org.
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