
 

THE GLORY OF GOD
December 21, 2025 | Exodus 33:18-35; John 1:14

The Shekinah

During Moses’ history of the exodus of Israel from Egypt, he often repeated a word — glory.
Glory refers to the divine presence or the divine perfections of God, the fullness and excellence
of His nature and character.

As an example, the psalmist wrote, “The heavens declare the glory of God” ( Ps. 19:1; Isa. 6:3 ).
We can learn who He is and what He’s like — His glory — by observing the heavens. The Jews
have a word for God’s presence — the shekinah (pronounced shuh-ki-nuh).

The Lord’s Shekinah Glory appears multiple times during the exodus. For example, as the
Israelites traveled through the wilderness, “the Lord went before them in a pillar of cloud by
day… and a pillar of fire by night…” (Ex. 13:21-22). Moses described this pillar as “the glory of
the Lord appearing” to them (Ex. 16:10).

Later, when the Israelites arrived at Mount Sinai, the cloud obscured the top. Moses wrote, “the
glory of the Lord covered it for six days…” (Ex. 24:15-16). He continued, “To the eyes of the
people of Israel, the appearance of the glory of the Lord was like a consuming fire on the
mountain top” (v.17). The presence of God was awesome! That was the Lord’s Shekinah Glory.

Then, during one of his visits with the Lord, Moses had a request, “I pray [that] You [would]
show me Your glory” (Ex. 33:18). Though Moses was in God’s presence and spoke to Him
“face to face, as a man speaks to his friend,” he wanted to see God’s Shekinah Glory (v.11).

The Lord said to Moses, “I Myself will make all My goodness pass before you” ( v.19). Notice
that the Lord described His glory, or His presence, as His goodness, which relates to His nature
or character.

However, God told Moses, “No man can see Me (My fullness) and live” ( v.20). “But there is a



place by Me, and you shall stand there on the rock; and it will come about, while My glory is
passing by, that I will put you in the cleft of the rock and cover you with My hand, until I have
passed by. Then I will take My hand away, and you shall see My back, but My face shall not be
seen” (v.22-23).

Moses spent so much time in the Lord’s presence that his appearance changed. “It came about
when Moses was coming down from Sinai… that he did not know that his face shone from
speaking to God. The sons of Israel saw Moses, and his face shining, and they were afraid” (Ex.
34:29).

The Shekinah Glory of God caused Moses’ face to beam so brightly that he frightened the
people! Imagine what it was like to stand in that light.

Moses wore a veil around the people, but when he spoke to God, he removed it ( v.34-35).
Though Moses was not allowed to see the fullness of God’s Shekinah Glory, just standing in His
presence transformed him.

But what does the Shekinah have to do with Christmas?
 

The Fullness of the Godhead
 
The Shekinah Glory of God, His presence with His people was evident throughout the exodus.
The pillars of cloud and fire were with the Israelites for 40 years (Ex. 40:38). His glory covered
and filled the tabernacle, once it was completed (v.34-35).

Later, when Solomon replaced the tabernacle with the Temple, the Shekinah Glory of God filled
the house of the Lord (1 Kgs. 8:10-11). But, at times, in the Old Testament, when Israel
abandoned the Lord, His Glory departed from them (1 Sam. 4:22; Ezek. 10:18; 11:23 ). They
believed that the Glory of the Lord would never return.

But then, Jesus arrived. John described His arrival this way, “The Word (God the Son) became
flesh and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father,
full of grace and truth” (Jn. 1:14). John says that when they saw Jesus, they saw God’s glory
again! How is that possible?

Paul wrote, “In Him (Christ) all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form” ( Col. 2:9). Since
Jesus was God in the flesh, He was the incarnation of the Shekinah Glory! He was (and is) God
with us. In Jesus, God dwelled with His people again. The Shekinah walked among them.

Jesus said, “Anyone who has seen Me has seen the Father” ( Jn. 14:9). His miracles revealed a
little of His glory to the people (Jn. 2:11). But, God’s Shekinah Glory was veiled in Jesus’ flesh,
His body.

However, one time Jesus led Peter, James, and John to a high mountain, and there “He was
transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and His garments became white as light”
(Matt. 17:1-2; Lk. 9:32 ). For a few moments, these disciples saw Jesus for who He really was, in



all His radiance. Like Moses, they were in the Shekinah presence of God.

Future Glory

There will be a time in the future when His followers will get to see Jesus again, just as He is,
and we will behold Him in all His glory (1 Jn. 3:2 ). Paul wrote, “We all, with unveiled face,
beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from
glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit” (2 Cor. 3:18).

Jesus promised while He was here that “all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see
the Son of Man (that’s Him) coming on the clouds of the sky with power and great glory” (Matt.
24:30). “When the Son of Man comes in His glory,” He said, “and all the angels with Him, then
He will sit on His glorious throne” (25:31).

Heaven is described as the place of God’s glory, the place of His full presence. Remember when
James and John asked Jesus, “May we sit on Your right and on Your left in Your glory?” (Mk.
10:37). Heaven will be His glory.

Stephen, too, when he was being stoned by his accusers, “gazed intently into heaven and saw
the glory of God…” (Acts 7:55).

In the New Jerusalem, “The city will have no need of the sun or of the moon to shine on it, for
the glory of God will illumine it, and its lamp is the Lamb” (Rev. 21:23). The Shekinah Glory of
God is that “unapproachable light, which no man has seen or can see” (1 Tim. 6:16).

What does this have to do with Christmas? When the angels appeared to the shepherds, it was at
night, and “the glory of the Lord shone around them” (Lk. 2:9). The glory of God in the heavens
was sent to the manger to be a light to the people of earth, as well as the glory of Israel (v.32).

What Child is this in the manger? The Child is the Shekinah Glory of God, who came again to
dwell among us!

Ponder and Pray
 

Spending time in God’s presence will change you. How?

Pray as if you are witnessing the fullness of His glory.

 
Have you missed some days?

Click here to access previously emailed devotions.

The reading plan and devotions were developed by Aaron Ferguson, one of our Elders and author of the Study Guide and
Daily Reflections for the One Year Chronological Reading of the Bible and the New Testament. For more details, visit his

website at BiAY.org.

 
      

https://www.biay.org/countdown-to-christmas/hhbc-bible-reading-plan-2025/
https://www.biay.org/
https://www.facebook.com/HendersonHills
https://www.instagram.com/hhbcok/
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